Ga E 


¬ The German dribune 


Habu 26 March 1989 ۰ّ : CÛ 20725 Û 
Twenty-cighth year - No. 1364 - By air A WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE-GERMAN PRESS ISSN 0016-8858 


DEPOSE A BRX X 


Taubarbiacholghaim 


Weikorshorm 


Routes to tour in Germany 


| 


Congratulations, dad. Frederlke Mlomper presents her father, Walter oe 
with a bouquet of flowers to mark his Inauguratlon as mayor of West Berlin. At 
rlght is Frau Anne Momper. Shepard Stone writes on Berlin, page 4. Hlne oh) 


Berlin’s Red-Green coalition 
a political litmus test 


The new mayor of Berlin is Wulter Mlomper. The Sucial Democrut succeeds Eber- 
hard Dlepgen (CDU). Although the SPD nand CDU hoth lave 55 nmemhers in the 
Berlin assemhly following the election iu funuury, {he SPD hus {he support uf £7 
Alternulive List (Greens) members. The remaining 11 members are from lie ex- 
trente righi-wing Republicun Party. The *Red-Green" Senute (Cabinet) comprises 
eight omen and six men, the first time there hme been nıore women than men in 
any Cabinet in uny Lantf. The Alternative Lisi holds threc porlfolios, Women, Edu- 


cation and Environment. 


sume in hopes of sceing the progress of the 
SPD-Green coalition as a Jelerrent, others 
with a view to sceing how coalition altern- 
atives might fare. 

Is a burden of this kind a spur to special 
achievement or does i1 lend to paralyse the 
parties? 

SPD Mayor Walter Miaomper's Female 
Cabinet, with a sprinkling of Statutory 
males, made such a cheerful and hopeful 
initial impression as it set out on the 
thorny road to reform that the former 
would seem to be more the case. 

The decisive factor is sure to be how 
and in what sectors the junior partner in 
the coalition, the Alternative List, seeks to 
demonstrate that it is no appendage of the 
SPD or mere supplier.of a majority in thè 
House of Representatives. 

The Gréens will want to show that they 
are A separate arid distinct party. with a 
profllg of their own. If the Alternative List 
in Berlin goes about it ip the şame way as 
Greens in other parts of the country havp 
done in ,the paşt, the days of this coalition 
will þe npaibered. 

If the Alternative List agtees to political 
abjectives, on which consensus, and com- 
promise Are possible, and if it subordinates 
its marke pariy-political egoism to rer 
sponsibility for the common good of Bér- 
lin, the result coulçl be an imeresting i impe- 
tus for reform emanaling rom the city. ; 

Hans-Jirgen Miller. 
. ‘{Haniburger Ahendblatt, 17. March 1989) 


he Berlin coalition of Social Demoac- 

rats and the Alternative List has got 
off to an unfaltering start. Anyone who 
had expected the coalition to be snarled 
up in the city's complicatecl constitution- 
al requirements was put to rights by the 
faullless discipline of the coalition parties 
as they cast their crucial first votes. 

The seemingly effortless manner in 
which the new Senate was voted in — its 
first political acid tesi —- showed yet again 
how well aware the SPD and the Greens 
are of the significance of their move, < 

Both well know, no matter how often 
the Social Democrats may deny it, that 
their joint venture will serve „aş n model ln 


` forthcoming polls in the. Federal. .Repyblic, 
Mp. to and HEEE next „year's general 


election... 9 
Pajiticians in. rhe Federal Republic will 
inevitably now take a closer look af Berlin, 


Bonn and East Berlin: a 
delicate balancing act 


sions questions as to.lhe ratio of give anıl 
take in intra-German ties are increasingly 
Arising. 

The Federal government will find il 
more difficult to justify ils policy lowurd 
the GDR at bome, especially if the Bonn 
coalition parties gû even u little way low- 
url echoing recent righl-wing trends. So 
tension is on thé inercase here lou. 

Is the entire climate of intra-Germiın 
tes growing harsher? The slitl-necked 
Mtilude of GDR leaders {owarcl reform 
incl the sticklers for principles who ire 
thereby encouraged in the Federal Re- 
public dare Creating un increasingly ex pl- 
sive sifuation. 

The shortfall ir comınon sense that is 
skarling tı gûtin ground iı Lhis context is 
cvidenced by te vehememM criticism uf 
lhe Bonn oyvernMenl’s decision not to be 
lo slingy in reneguliating the rn? suni 
payment in returu for overlind trunaii 
rights to and from Berlin. 

lhc subsianiil ite o a sh wal 
move, nol only because the terms agrecd 
will be in force until the end of lhe centu- 
ry. stabilising cı lifeline, but becuse il sCts 
ıl pulitical scene for further progress iuuf 
uther prujects. 

These ought lo include hath new inl 
direct casenıenis tur ordinary peuple 
ùıel, for inslûnce, û cormmun CnviFrUI- 
mental policy. The East Berlin govern- 
ment is reluctant hecause it is well aware 
what a Hereculean task it would tiren 
face. 

Nothing will be possible without pùay- 
ments and loans from the West thal 
would amount to billions over the years 
in view of the need to modernise many 
outdated GDR factories. 

Yet ought improvements from which 
people sand to benefit, including people 
on this side of the border, on the Werra 
and the Weser, on ıhe Elbe and by the 
North Sea, to be stalled and stalemated 
on this account? 

As long as the issue of human rights 
and shooling at would-be refugees to Kill 
is on the agenda ıhe realisation of pro- 
jects that are in the joint interest, difficult 


engigh. as they are;, will be. made exta. 


difficult, 

AlI Deutsçhlandpolitik here comês up 
against barriers şet up not only by differ: 
ences belween systems but by special in- 

Continued on page Š . 
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mbivalence is ı keynote of intra-Ger- 

mani relations, While Bonn Econom- 
ic Affnirs Minister Flclmut Haussmann 
and Housing Minister Oscar Schneider 
demonstratively cancelled visits to the 
GDR on account of would-be refugees 
killed by East Germain border guarcls at 
the Berlin Wall, North Rhine-Westphal- 
ian Premier Johannes Rau nn less de- 
moanstratively went ahead with his visit Lo 
the Leipzig Fuir. where he nwt GDR 
leader Erich Honecker. 

Herr Rau prcferretd not tu let the 
Ihread of talks hreik ind to lodge his 
pralest in persun, 

The shoating shows whit the situation 
is really like in the other German state 
and low the Communi regime conti- 
U“ to balen down the batches. Y ct 
Herr Hènecker has now included Kiel 
and Hamburg in ûrrangéments far cross- 
boarder truffic with less red tape iùntdl 
holds forth prospects uf further impruve- 
ments in canlacts hetwecn the lwo halves 
of Berlin. 

This point counterpoint has always 
been a feature of relations between thc 
iwo German states. The poli.:y of ıı limit- 
ed opening to the West has earned East 
Berlin billions in hard currency, but it has 
Also fomented domestic unrest. 

Conversely, Bonn faces the contradic- 
tion that its payments to the GDR both 
benefit ordinary East Germans and con- 
solidate communist rule there. 

The success story of intra-German rel- 
ations to date has been based on (hese 
contradictions being accepted and al- 
lowed to form part of a pragmatic ap- 
proach. 

For some time, however, their exist 
ence, let Alone their continued existence, 
has bee in jeopardy. What peqple i in the 
GDR want in the wake of the policy of 
opening to the West has been joined by 
their responisë TO Blasniost and Pefestrqi- 
ka in the East: ' 

The GDR leaders" reservations on, not 
to say rejection of, reform moves in the 
Soviet Union and other East blac states 
.lends to heighten this response. The at 
mosphere is tense. 

Hopes and dreams are on the erêase 
;in the Federal Republic too, even if they 
are often mete figments of the imagina+ 
tion in comparison with the realitics of 
.lhe situation, 

This is certainly true of new 5 
tional romantic outlook which; given the 
changes that are under way: İn' the' East, 


. feels the time has comé to bring the Ger: 
‘man Question back onto the agendû "f 


‘world affaits; solving It by méans of rêlır 


`. nificationi" i 


Below the’ lofty heights: of these 1u 


The Romantic 


Route 


German roads will get you 
there — and if you haven't yet 
made up your mind, why not 
try the Romantic Route? It 
runs from Wûrzburg on the 
Main to Füssen high up in the 
Bavarian mountains. 
Romanticism is not an escape 
from the down-to-earth 
present into the past. We feel 
these little old towns are a part 
of living history that carries 
more conviction than many a 
book. 

You may have heard ot 
Rothenburg, Dinkelsbühl or 
Hohenschwangau. But have 
you ever been to Nördlingen 
with its unspoilt mediaeval 
town centre ? Or Augsburg, 
the 2,000-year-old trading 
centre, episcopal seat and 
Free l|Imperial City? Or 
Feuchtwangen and 
Donauwörth? 


Visit Germany and see for 
yourself Gothic, Baroque and 
Renaissance architecture. Let 
the Romantic Route be your 
guide. 


1 The Tauber valley 

2 Rothenburg ob der Tauber 
3 Augsburg 

4 Würzburg 


VATE 


` Beethovenstrasse 69, D-6000 Frankfurt/M. 
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Parliament will be held nationwide. 
This deadline — and lhe eleclion re- 
sults — now assumes da ncw dimension 
in terms of both domestic and e 
ffnirs. E 


Helmut Kohl in Bonn and Walter 
Wallmann in Hesse are not denying 
thal it is primarily for the CDU/CSUI 
to stem the tide of growing support for 
righl-wiig extremists. 

With the year 20Û none too distant 
no Bonn head of government can af- 
ford to have Iwo extreme right-wing 
parties both with double-digit poten- 
tial support, 


The xerophubia to which that might 
lend expression could prove "fatal" for 
a country in the Federal Republic's 
paslktian, the Chancellor admits, 


The Chrisiian Democrats ure un- 
likely to succced in changing this static 
of affairs as long as {he CDU and ıhe 
CSU are so at odds over the inferences 
to be drawn as CDU gencral secretary 
Heiner Geissler and CSU Interior 
Minister Friedrich Zimmermann were 
afler the Hesse elections. 

Iflerr Geissler hal no ‘difficully in 
identifying Herr Zimmermann is the 
culpri. On the eve uf the Hesse clwc- 
tions parliamentary Stule sCcrfelry 
Carl-Dieter Spranger of the Interior 
Ministry hiul cundemned he Guvrman 
bishops yet failed to streamline the 
procedures uscd for asylum upplicints 
at Zirudoark, {he recepUen CCNICC REA 
Nuremhert. 

[lerr Zinmvcrmannn promptly Irc- 
turned the ceunpliment. viying Flr 
Geissler was yu able to find his wiy 
araUnd the System bf vourdinitus 

Il evidently ncededl cun morc 
blons ut the kind sultcicd hy thc COL 
in Behn aud ese borg he: ged 


thé silualtton. a 
Eehard Mfirhits 
(Frankturicr Rurrlsclhau. 1J fira lı 1S, 


= HOME AFFAIRS 


Christian Democrats’ post mortems begin 
after another election setback 


tuation” he SH to “draw his con- 
clusions” without delay — and not just 
in relation to government policy prior- 
ities. [ 

„, He is now preparcd (o give specific 
consideration to a reshuffle, but it is 
hard 1o see how he can get it all over 
with before the next election deadlines, 

The only definite point is his slated 
intention of giving housing a shat in 
the arm. He plans to do so retreaclt- 
ively aud ùt some expense, Jet without 
upsetting the balance of اا‎ zUvEern- 
ment finances. 

He can now be sure Ito ا‎ the 
bucking of the Free Democrats On this 
point; they are shivering ori board the 
same boat as the CDU. 

Finance Minisler Gerhard Stolldn- 
berg will hardly dare to refuse cash to 
bail out the Bonn coalition. Yet it is 
hard to believe that the short-term re- 
sult will be û nationwicdle swing of the 
pendulum in the CDU/CSUl's favour. 

Duubts are evidently gnawink al 
even imperturhable Chancellor Kohl's 
self-confidence. He has voluntcerecl 
the informalian that timc is grunving in-= 
creasingly shart for him and his gğoy¥- 
ernment. 

In 40 months, he says, the single Eu- 
ropean market will l€ set up, tnd tht 
Federal Republi must uo he allowed 
to grow unfit lu fuce lhe Fulurc. 

Meanwhile the CDUICSU [ices ils 
BUM IC ùt the pols ım LK June. uhen 
local gusct mut clecuons will be hold 
is the Rhineland-Palatinale and the Sa- 
ar andl elections to the Europran 
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, of perplexity within CDU ranks. Yet he 


too had no solution to suggest on the 


` “morning after.” 


Kofil, Wallmann and Geissler are at 
leašt Agreed ön one point, that it is ho 
longer cnough to blame the Hesse 
CDU or Miayor Briick of Frankfurt. 

There would be no point in attaching 
local blame to what is so clearly a wir 
despread Irend and turning-point for 


, which the CDU/CSU as a whale must 


hear the blame. 

Support for the political centre 
seems, At least potentially, to be wasi- 
ing away, and the SPD is cqually affecI- 
cd by the trend iway from the {wo ma’ 
jor parties, 

Christian Democrat Bernhard Vog- 
el, ex-Premier of the Rhineland-Pala- 
tinate, says this ground can only he re- 
gained if the CDU/CSU docs all it can 
to regain its inuer credibility. 

Dr Vogel, who is now heal of the 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation, secs 
the Hesse elcetion results as further 
prouf {hat voters cin no lnnger he 
hluodwinkcd. thu they have a “sixth 
sensê" tu {ell hem when û parly is 
heading off courst. 

Helmut Kohl is Kecn lu cline the 
credibility pup. Al LU Mutiinpgral- 
ter meeting of the CDU leadership he 
saicl that in view af the “very serious si” 


ctililion chaos, He ought to fee} he hits 
better thitgs tu do hûn bı back prapii- 
gandiı of (his kind. If he wants lo ulrive iû 
«edge belwecen Ihr SPD and the Alterı- 
alives he wil certainly netd to set abuvut 
it more skiltully. 

Herr Genscher stands for a schoul f 
thought that advises the FDP to state its 
case İn a multi-party society morc indg- 
pendently of thê two major parties. 

The FDP leader in the Bonn Cabinet 
feels the coalition with the CDU/CSU 
in Bonn will be at the end of.the road 
once the "haxic axis" of German politics 
is "bent" from the Liberal viewpoint. 

A coalition toe which rhe FDP is a par- 
ty must, Herr Genscher says, be a coali- 
tion of the centre. He feels the CDU, 
CSU is drifting to the right, whereas the 
SPD is not {!) drifting to the left in Ber- 
lin. 

In Berlin, he argues, the Social Dem- 

ocrats are responsibly: handling the. vo- 
ters' mandate in a bid tb nudgé the. Alı- 
ernatives toward the centre. 

. Are. Lambsdorff . and Genscher at 
least agreed on foreign and security poF 
را‎ priorities?. . .- ۰ 

: Helmut Koll is agreed lo have told 
Herr Genscher in a recent round Oof 
coalition talks: “lf I. had known you 
there 
wouldn't have been a coalitipn م ا‎ 
FDP in 1982." 

Herr Genscher did not reply, as WAS 
first reported: “Say that again in the 


presence of Coint Lanibsdorff.” Count 


Lambsdorff’ .was.. present. as Herr 
Genscher replied: "A. significant state- 
.mént,.Please say i again slowly." ., 
.Forı him . the “modernisation . of 
ا‎ missiles İs a, make-ornbreak 
: Continued:on page ;10 


‘wanted a {hirl zero solution. 


Free Democrats 
parked at 
the crossroads 


to be a maze he Must successfully Nnego- 
tiate if he is not to have becn the Free 
Democrats’ last leader. 

In the quest for a sense of direction 
that was lost after their showing at the 
polis in Berlin, if noi earlier, the Free 
Democrats can no longer deny that their 
two leaders are pulling in different di- 
rections. 
` That isn't to say that Count Lambs- 
dorîf might. nat be capable of realising 
where his interest. lay and realigning 
overnighl, as it were. But, most unlike 
Hetr Genscher, he has' yet to prepare 


for what may, well Ge. a. O distant 


«contingenCcyi i 

He stands for a اة‎ of. thoughı 
within. lhe FDP :that encourages .the 
CDU/CSU to do the splits and appeal 


to voters on the far e of the political 
‘spectrum. : 


:FHlis aim ‘seems to e tO follow: at A 


clear distance .and: enlist the Support of 
the Liberal .bourgeoisie, which. might 
just be. enough to enable :the present 
Bonn.coalition to retain its majority in 
next year's.general eleclion. - 


2 3. 


. Keen not to upset conservative sup- 


porters, Count Lambsdorff denies that 
the FDP. has an increasing. amount. in 
‘common wih the: SPD. But he,. like 
Chancellor Kohl,'' makes -. thie ‘serlous 
mistake: of trying lo scare voters with 
the teased-out.. spectre of SPD-Green 


hey niuy bv doing their hest nM tu 

hold their strategy debate in public, 
hut the Free Demncrits are no less ner- 
vous thin the Christian Dêémocrals after 
{heir showing at the polls in Berlin. 

Can they wave goodbye to the gnod 
uld Jays when they were the tail thal 
waggcdl the dog, a small party whose 
support was needed to form a majority 
government? 

An even gloomier prospecl is that of 
sharing the decline in support for Chan- 
cellor Kohl's CDU in Schleswig-Hol- 
stein, Berlin and elsewhere. 

There is a debate within the FDP 
whether lhe choice of Counl Lambs- 
‘dorff as party leader wa§ the right one. 

As society sets out in molion, issues 
change, with: soft options gaining pre- 
valence over hard ones, economic issues 
appearing less predominant and the car- 
avans busy regrouping, gloom looms on 
the horizon .for.the' undecided ow 
travellers of the CDU/CSU,. : 


`' «FDP stalwart Foreign Minister Hi 


Dietrich Genscher is in hospital for' an 
operation and will be out of action for 
some time. He-will need to take it easy 
for awhile if he is to retain the PP 
hand i in foreign affairs. 

. Counl Lambsdorff may be al the 
ready, And firmly in control; but: he has 
failed to forestall initlal queries'as to his 
ability to hold n own in the oan coal- 
ition. 

After strong. ` initial or E: has 
.backed dûwn’ more than. once, It is far 
from easy to give 'the. Liberals a.facelift 
after: years of.relative mediocrity under 
Herr: Bangemahin Without plunging the 
:Boan coalition.into further panic. '!. 

For Count Lambsdorff, As for previ- 
ous FDP Jeaders,.the‘way ahead seems 


t is ages since leading Christian ° 


Democrats were as taciturn as they 


were on the morning after. the heavy 
losses they suffered at the polls in local 


government elections in Hesse and, in 
particular, Frankfurt. 

The results were so depressing that 
they were virtually at a loss for words. 


Labour: Minister Norbert Blüim, who . 


is usually never at a loss for a snappy 
comment, steered well clear of the walt- 
ing camergmen in the lobby of the Kon- 


rad-Adenauer-Haus, the CDU's head . 


office in Bann. 

Wolfgang Schãuble, Minister of State 
at the Chancellor’s Office, made a quick 
detour and slipped in through the rear 
entrance as SOON as he saw the waiting 
nıicrophones, 

No-one wainted to rouse purty leader 
Helmut Kohl's ire by a premature ancl 
prubably ill-advised turn of phrase. 

Premier Walter Wallmann, the Hesse 
CDU leader, was visibly shocked yet 
prepared l0 commenl. 

The Christian Democrats, he soıme- 
whal agonisingly sail, nuusl now “stand 
firm and wûrk hard.” 

They miy havê ben prepiardd on the 
quiet for further losses after their pour 
performance in Berlin ul the end of Jan- 
uary. hut CDU leaders in Bonn showed 
even greuer signs uf shack than miyht 
have been cxpecled. 

A number of them had been hoping 
dtgainst hope that the forthright way in 
«hich Berlip ŞPD leader Wallgr Mun- 
per had agreed to coalition terms with 
lhe Alttrnitive List might have the req- 
uisite deterrent effect on Hesse voters. 

That wis certdinly hou the Baviarliun 
CSU viewed the situutiun, feeling hil 
Christian Democrats must unly show 
dlear signs of a sound right(-wing) out- 
louk to dispel doubts and ensuré i 
heavy turnout of voters, 

The turnout was fine: 78.1 per cent in 
urban and 79.3 per cent in rural areas. 

But CDU head office musı have been 
most upsct that vuters {he Hesse CDU 
under Alfred Dregger had weaned away 
from’ the SPD so misunderstood (he 
CDU's election manifesto this time. 

On more than one occasion CDU 
leader Helmut Kohl and CDU general 
secretary Heiner Geissler had an- 
nounced thal the rightwing NPD, re- 
duced to insignificance, was as dead as 

the dodo — due to thelr domestic poli- 
cieg, 

To thelr horror they now find that not 
only the NPD but also'the Repüblicans, 
another right-wing party led by Bavar- 
ian Franz Schënhuber; are promptly 
showing the 'Free' Déniocratsia clean 
Pair of heels wherever thêy stand ` س‎ 
the first time of asking. 

This was a turn of events not even 
Herr Geissler had foreseen. 

Stated opponents of the CDU general 
Secretary's markedly: right-wing: ap” 
proach were naturally no less upset: 

A man. like ‘the head of thé CDU 
Small businessmen's association and 
oulgoing Berlin Economic Affairs Sena” 
tor, Elmar Pietoth, who plans to advise 
Chancellor Kohl’ to clearly’ change. his 
policy, is no longer sure. whether: the 
party's abysmal showing atthe ‘polls in 
Hesse can be dismissed as a mere warn” 
ing shot. o i A 

“Jt must definitely hl turn: èut i) 
have’ been a ‘coup. de grace,” he says, 
bearing in:mind the widespread feeling 


Publlshed weekly with lhe exaaption of the tezmrduet' 0 
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woukl have preferred a greater degree gr 
French supporl, and minor disappoin 
ment will lead to major frustration if Fa. 
ris ind Bonn drag their fect on the polit; 
cal groundwork ol Western Eurape, 

That is why the latest upset, which ty 
Bonn Foreign Office has swallowed, i, 
signal. As the French. with their st 

marked sovereigmy principles, still set 
limits to paliticul cauperutian, Any mor 
toward further Western European ig. 
tives would have to he madde by Franee, 

Bul Paris has adopled n Wiail-andyee 
appruach. The single internal market or 
so the convenient, prevailing view wld 
have it, will bring about political inteyr 
tion somehow or other. 

That is a mistaken issumplion, lr, 
naive eulhusiasm for “Europe 1997; 
FrUnCe iN SIVINE Way 10 growing arm 

According to a recent survey 38 i 
cent of the French are worricdl abou 
European internil market and only Ji 
per cen favour priority for Political inte 
gration in Western Europe. 

Annoyiunce wih M.Dumas YVienm 
speech is thus a warning politicians j 
Paris ancl Bonn would do well to heed. 

Unless the economic upsets the inter 
nal market will inevitably trigger aft n 
soan offset by political links, the wx 
come will he a Western Europe atl; 
gerheads, nat a united Western Eurûp. 

There will then be very nıuch detgk 
divides beiwcen France and thie. Feder 
Rcepuhlic than different disarmamer 
zones in û negotiiting concepi for 


Vienna talks. Christoph Beriran 
1 Dir Zcit, Hamburg, | 7 Mirch l¥ 


MW INTERNATIONAL 


Touches of disunity in the patrician 
surrounds of the viribus unitis 


importance of Franco-German defence 
cooperation. I did so in M,. Dumis's 
speech even. But were old patterns of 
thought now prevailing? 

Had Franco-German relations been 
relaxed and lıarmonious ~ and thal is 
the important aspect ofthe entire issue 
— this storm in a teacup would be most 
unlikely to have occurred. 

True, M. Dumas ought to have shown 
the controversial section of his speech 10 
his German counterpart and friend Herr 
Genscher beforehand. 

But M. Dumas is not in the best of 
health (neither is Herr Genscher), ahd 
for the most part he merely repeated 
what President Mitterrand had said at 
the United Nations last September. 

Besides, the Nato concept officially 
and expressly provides for disarmament 
in all zones and sub-regions to come into 
force “simultaneously and in the entire 
area from the Atlantic to the Urals only.” 

So French territory and equipnient 
would be involved, and the French have 
not been alone in advocating special sub” 
region status for an area comprising the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Benelux, 
the GDR, Czechoslovakia and Poland; 
so have America and Britain. Yet Bonn 


Bonn governments, including that of 
Helmut Kohl and ْHans-Dietrich 
Genscher, have constantly warned 
against separating the territory of (he 
Federal Republic from that of its allies in 
Western Euroþe by means of special 
arms conirol stipulations. 

Bonn has been worried, rightly or 
wrongly but certainly for. ages, about the 
risk of political (lecoupling. And the 
French Forcign Minister poured grains 
of salt into this wound in Vienna. 

“Certain states on whose territory the 
most forward-based forces are stationed," 
he said, “will be the object of a special 
treatment.and a discussion appropriate to 
their situation. In Nato, for instance, they 
includc the Federal Republic of Germany 
und the Benciux counirics." 

The hazard lights prontptly started to 
flash in the minds of West German disar- 
mamcnl experts, and Bonn, nervous. in 
any case, was Upset nbout the unreliable 
French. 

The East had already called in Vienna 
for armıs to be thinned out on a priority 
Imnsis along the line of confronlation in 
Central Europe. Was Paris now supply- 
ing grist for Moscow's mill? 

France had repeatedly stressed the 


ycir cross the Atlantic ancl sec fur ther 
selves, wih financial hacking [roni Il 
German Fedleril uavernment, “hot tk 
utheı hilî lives," 

Ties of Iriendship, Professor Wek’ 
leld says, must be extend even fik 
acruss the generation gap. Which is wh! 
he has called on the Léuder, ar Feder 
stdtes, te back similar schemes. 

He has already met with iı positive r" 
sponse from tlc state assemhlies i 
Wiesbaden, Hesse, and Miuinz, Rhim 
land-Palatinate. 

He plans to confer wilh US Secreta 
Slate James Baker on how hesi Lo Inpro 
the sucial and cultural status of US serif 
personnel and their families in German: 

First and foremost he would like o # 
German lunguage-lciıching cil every # 
couragemenl. 

A new cuncepl [or pûublic relalitt 
work hy Bonn in the United States is 
for discussion ut the Foreign Office. 
more clircct upproach lo the gencrul F 
lic, direct cliogue with ordinary AIM 
CANS, iS tO be soOUEIM, 

One fiıct must certainly nut be oi 
looked. lı is that by thc year 2010 the # 
jorily of US citizens will no longer ber 
European exıraction. 

That," Professor Weiderifeld says, ™ 
natürally be accompanled by’ orlen#™# 


problems. Grint A 
(Allgemeine Zeitung, Maint, 2 0 
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The ‘intellectual 
architecture’ 
is key to ties 


report for 1988, in good condition. Pro- 
fessor Weidenfeld, who took over his 
role as coordinator from state secretaries 
Hildegard Hamm-Briicher and Berndt 
von Staden, refers in this connection to 1 
nuntber of promising factors. 

On 10 visits to the United States he 
has laid the groundwork, joimly with the 
Bonn Federal government, for ongoing 
German-American friendship. 

The starting-point was his diagnosis, 
as A political scientist, that both sides are 
in the throes of an extremely sensitive 
historical phase. ' 

As power passes fron Orie generatinn 
to the next “vital Interest in Europe is on 
the decliie and vice-versa.” 

At the same time the economic atiric- 
tion of the Pacific basin has wielded its 
spell on leading US businessmen. 

Last not least, the intellectual distance 
between America and Germany is on the 
increase, Fewer and fewer lending US 
academics have close ties with German 
arts and science, 

“But we will soon be selting up a Ger- 
man-American Academy for the Huma- 
nities and Social Sciences," he proudly 
notes. German bodies arê URE out 


. the alternatives in Bonn. 


He expects “the first phase of ا‎ 
implementation” to be early next year. 

There are also plans for ۾‎ bilateral re- 
search and scholarship programme, a hew 


scholarship schethe 'for future’ American. 


leaders and the pfûmotioh of three inter- 
disçiplinary centres for German and Euro- 
pean. studieş in the United States, . . 

Professor Weldenfeld. attaches no less 
impartance to intensifying youth e%- 
change than to promoting academic and 
scjentific çooperatiön,  .” 


At ` preserit 17,000 young’ Sol a 


hc jolt to German-American ties giv- 

en hy German firms helping to huild 
1 factory lo mantfacture chemical wea- 
pons in Libya could hardly have been 
more severe, 

Expressions Used DY soc cuiMCI 
tors in the US nıcdia, up to and including 
the concept of "Auschwitz in the sand,” 
could hardly be outdone. 

Are Iraditional friendly relations be- 
ween Bann and Washington gradually 
coming adrif1? “In assessments of the po- 
silion and outlook for German-Anıeri- 
can relations,” says Werner Weidenfeld, 
“there have been a number of upsets.” 

Professor Weidenfeld has been the 
Bonn governmenı’s coordinator of Ger= 
man-American cooperation in societal, 
cultural and informational affairs since 
October 1987. 

Professor Weidenfeld, who holds the 
chair of political science at Mainz Uni- 
versity, concludes that: “A sense of poli- 
tical and historical proportion is needed 
on both sides of the Atlantic," 

Transatlantic ties have, he says, “rep- 
catedly been accompanied by such mo- 
mentary upsets without really affecting 
the politico-cüûltural framework of reli- 
able friendship." 

Regardless of these reciprocal prob- 
lems of mutual understanding he has 
made it clear, in an interview with thie 
Mainz Allgemeine Zeitung, that: 1 

“The exemplary friendship between 
the two couniries will noi be determined 
by what may be criminally indictable be- 
haviour by a private company or by an 
individual weapon calegory and its mod- 
ernisalion (short-range nuclear missiles 
— EQ). 

"The future of this friendship will be 
determined by whether we succeed in 
kecping the intellectual architecture af 
thie tricndship alive among successor 
generations," 

Prafessor.Weidenfekl, whose work as 
Bunn governmenı cuurdinator is in a 
strictly honorary capncily, takes a most 
aptimistic view of the prospects, Despite 


a number of irritations Gernian-Ameri- 


can relations are, he says iit lil$ annual 


ntil recent Western Europc scemed 
to have built up û full head of stcam 
ant only {6 be waiting tO get moving 
laward Ihe European internal markel 
and, later, even to a political union. 
Thrce men were al the ready in the 
driver's cab to point the locomotive tow- 
ard a new cra. 
` They were: President Mitterrand of 
France, re-elected just over A year ago 


.for a sccand seven-year term; Chancel- 


lor Kohl of Germany, head of the Bonn 
government since 1982 and likely to 
continue {o do so until the mid-1990s; 
and Jacques Delors, president uf Euro- 
pemı Conmmıission in Brussels, who 
seems likely to renıain at the lıclm there 
until 1992. 

Yet now, at tle speed that can come dis 
such a surprise in politics, the trio lave 
grey anl grumpy look —~ M, Delors apart. 

Helmut Kuhl, arguably the last con- 
vinced Europvan amoung Bonn Chancel- 
lors, is wuging a domestic battle for poli- 
ticul survival. 

François Mirterrandl, who was given a 
cluur political mandate but nol a major- 
iy in the National Assembly by French 
voters, is governing in a listless, lacklus-= 
Ire miınner. 

Rumours are itlremly circulating in (he 
Trench cupital thi President Mirter- 
ram, 72, is vonsilering carly retirement 
in a few years’ lime. 

As is always Lhe cause when leadership 
und verve show signs of Fngging, con- 
munication curds nare pullcd and irrita- 
ihi and Hervotsuess multiply — tven 
between traditional partners Bonn anl 
Paris, the cotpfe franca-allemand. 

"The latest but clearly not last of these 
irrMlutions accurrcd, of all places, ùl the 
vanferencev on conventional disarma-= 
ment, upcned earlier this month at Em- 
perer Franz-Josefs magnificent Austro- 
Hungarian finfburg in Vienna. 

Virihus tmiris, the lalin name of the 
hall where the conference began, was 
miakenly translated in Die Zeif as "un- 
itecl associates" it should, of course, 
have been "unlled forces," 

As it happened neither German For- 
cian Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
nar his French counterpart, Roland Du- 
mas, did justice to either rendering of 
this high-flying Habsburg nanıc. 

M. Dumas chose to go it alone with a 
remark in his conference speech that 
greatly upset Bonn diplomats and a 
number of newspapêrs. 

France seemed once more to be play- 
ing a special role and, worse still, to be 
proposing special treatment for the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany. 

M. Dumas first outlined the Nato 
proposal to subdivide {he enormous land 
mass fram the Atlantic to the Urals that 
is to be dealt with At the talks into specif- 
ic regions. 

Thal makes sound nmiilitary sense. A 
tank in Spain does not have the same sta- 
tus for a surprise attack in Central Eu- 
ruj us « lank staliancd in the Federal 
Republic uf Germany or the GDR, 

When arms culs are finally imple- 
ınculteul, the pucts tre not to be entirled 
to make reductions in ihe remote hinter- 
lind antl tu {ransfer units to the front 
line 4s they see Fil. 

Arms reductions must be from from 
lû raitr, ûs İl were. Nato stHf officers in- 
sist On regional distinctions t0 censure 
miknry safeguards inthe enormous afret 
in which arms cuts are fn apply. Various 
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The motive of national prestige Or, 
put another way, of equal rights ~~ the 
bid to secure for the German Reich an 
“appropriate stutus and reputation” in 
the European system of stmes and the 
warld of those days — was to prove fatc- 
ful. 

The Germans, Schollgen writes, 
pursucd their world affuirs on a fairly 
madest scale when compared with the 
cxlensive conquess of Britain or 
France. 

But viewed from Britain or France 
they appeared threateningly persisltenl. 

The Germans misled themsclves 
about {he impression {hey made. They 
were indignant at being sald to be 
dangernus. 

How was this sclf-delusion possible? 
In bricf, because they tended, piurticu- 
larly in torcign affairs, to drcam, to 
succumb to wishful thinking, to pursue 
cmotional policies riılher lun 10 rely 
on common sense and t calm, level- 
heuded view of the situation. 

That was the cause under Kaiser Wil- 
helm. It recurrcd under {hc Fiihrer. 

Alıer a conversation with Hiller, 
whu in many wiys wits very 1¥picul uf 
his fellow-countrymen, Wilhelm Sim p- 
fendûrler noted in LV12 that: 

“My ovcall impression is uit Filler 
was personally pleasant Throughaul 
the conversation, pirt Irom i pose he 
i1 Uinres clo pteul. 

“Bul Hitler as i politician had û ule- 
vYusiuling cffecl on MC: ragUe, unclcar., 
tacking in Reafpoflink vbiun and with 
nu clearly mtlincd irdcl. 

“Tl Heels himself 1u be û political 
prophet who paints cerliin tisitns ut 
the future in Culhusiistic bund. 

Simpicndorlsts ColCNnpuTMNN iif 
Prtisil is reprinted wm tbc | SF issue ol 
he Dorrell eshte the overs 
chu lh. U LAs polling Cig. 

We five A Mw brevd of polilical 
prophets tnliay with saofuc icin and 
licking in idpprecidlun uf the franic- 
work cunBdilins of Ciermiun policy yet 
Fel with cnthusiism dil Cmotivn, 
and they ure ast growing in number. 

Aref Horii 
rErapblutvı \lhecmcinv Aciuing 
lur lus chlansl. l| 3 March Ft) 


lw PERSPECTIVE 


The man on the Clapham omnibus is far 


a cheer for Lurope 


many’s. “The mother country of indus- 
trialisation, with an cmpire that spanıicd 
the globe only a fcw decades ago, is now 
trailing all comparable industrialised 
countries, including Italy.” 

Despite North Sea oil and markei 
economic initiatives by the Thatcher 
government there were no signs uf 
whether and when Britain might regain 
lost ground. 

The British crisis lay decply rooted in 
British society; i was an “epuoch-makinp 
fissure in the country’s historic develop- 
ment” and considerably influenced the 
way the British saw themselves toclay. 

Where did the British crisis oripgin- 
ate? Is il û result of decolanialisation, of 
world market changes, of competition? 
Or are the Irikle uniens, tnd peculiuri1- 
les of ihe British lihoutr farce, to hlamc? 

Krieger writes tut {hc Thatc har gov= 
erament bas demonstrated how uveres=- 
linined tril uniun powcr in Briain 
used 1u be, He scems to Icel the British 
mentality accounts fur the present cri- 
sis. 

The ideal of the nohiliy unl the ınicl- 
dle class alike was the getlemian, ù man 
well-versed in lhe gluries nF Ancicnl 
Greece and Rome incl with û mind un- 
clulered hy such uuu lulue arlllCrs itt 
science ur chpincering, 

A mibtaken polilicil ¢consciousnuss, a 
misjulgemenl nf the Cxlcernal Iriınic- 
work cuulitions of he Reich. wis Ihe 
Uli of the Cicrniuns tiller 140 


lu ib 1. FY auc ul Lhe Hse lie 


Zeftschrih Erlangen historian CGrregor 
Sehilgen deals wiih thc fuck of judpc- 
ment ur sena of proparliun of the lead- 
ers of the day and wih the "desire fur 
ier uUionil repute" they shared with 
must Girmiın comtempur'arits. 

Germany's rie HUM runt power tu 
vurld power illus wits HCl to be incxil- 
able. and cêrliuinly essentiiıl. 
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“In that debate German crisis con- 
sciousness was much more marked than 
British," he writes, “even though statisti- 
cal data showed the crisis to.be much 
more deep-seated in Britain llıan in the 
Federal Republic. 

“In specialist discussions German ol- 
servers Mosl worricdly referred to the 
vale of tears of British unemployment, 
strikes, inflation, current iıccount defi- 
cits, mass conflicts and the civil war in 
Northern Ireland, while a numher of 
British colleagues dismissed this us typi 
cally German pessimisnı, 

“There was no such thing is ù crisis ol 
the British ste. The Cuuntry Wils iin 
stable as ever. AII hat could he sail was 
tht the British ecconumy hal grown 1i 
lille nure slowly than the French und 
German ceununies, hut his Wils HOL il 
recent phenomenun, lating hack 1o thu 
late [9th cetury." 

ln the meantime, Krieger writes, 
ihree paints have became clear. 

First, there is naw a widespread acnudl- 
emıc debite in Great Britain bout Lhe 
"British diseitse.” 

Seed. 1 was var ht nn cute pul- 
iticul crisis wus İn evidence an the other 
Sile uf the Chinncl. 

lil, hows, b-Ivaclung, long 
term shortcomings of Brilair’s ecconon- 
ju performunce were i1ppPurunt. 

Until ihe IVS Britain per capiti 
GNP ranked amung the highest in in- 
dustrlulised Western Europe. 

In the carly JPR, luwever, the Bril- 
ish GNP win unly half Crermanys. The 
sC Was trl of British pruduclivity. 
which was only ù Hule over half Ger 


slates. vid CGerman jourıkJist Robert 
Leicht. reporting rı {hc proceedings of 
his working party’. 

In keeping with the agreed rules ul lhe 
conference he nûamel no names. mercly 
outlining vicws that hacl been voiced. 

If Mrs Thatcher hal been a member 
of his working party’. he felt, she woulil 
never have made her Bruges speech. 
No-one hud advocated dissolutior of 
the nation-state. 

Constantly recurring points included 
the lack of a perceptible link berween poli- 
tical decisions and personal life, the failure 
so far to convince people af the need for a 
united Europe, and the call for a "Europe 
of efficiency but warmheartedness." 

Greater attention was in future to be 
paid {o environmental protection and 
the sacial dimension. 

Only an hour was allncaled 1o the 
Histurikersirei, or dispute betwccn 
German historians over the Third 
Reich. ll was just enough for two stqte- 
ments and. two spceches ~ even though 
several of {he historians in question 
yere present, : 

More than enough suggenlions were 
made fur subjedis 10 discuss al next 
ycar's 4ÛOth anniversary conference in 
Cambridge. 

Chancellor Kohl and Nirs Thatcher 
both plan to attend and ure cansicdlering 
camhiuing it with (heir regular consull+ 


UHONS:: : Regine Krieger 
{Oonerul-Anzeiyer, Bonn, 13 March 19KY) 
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Surprising lack 
of controversy 
at Königswinter 


ranging from assessing the prospects for 
perestroika and reform in Eastern Elı- 
rope to the British proposal for a "Eu- 
ropeanisation of Ostpolitik.™ 

A further pointer to Anglo-German 
consensus within Europe was that no 


mention was made of, the: economic. 
challenge to the European Community: 
. bythe United States and Japan. 

Views varied on 1wo issues only, both’ 


of which were discussed in detail. 
. While the Germans stressed (he need 
for a central bank of issue for the Euro- 


` pean Communily and repeatedly adyvo-. 
Two days and 20Û hours of debate ia 
ter, Sir Oliver Wright, a former British 


cated a Eüropean currency union, ihe, 
British were more reserved, saying the 
time was not yet ripe. : 
` Views also differed on Austria's bidl 
to’: join the European Conimunity'. The 
British were strictly opposed to {he 
idea, arl a German speaker also 
warned of the consequences for Nalo. 
The accession of a neutral country 
would ınean that security policy had tu 
boe realigned. ١ 
There were no differences in: vicw- 
point on the sovereignty of .irndividıual 


o the surprise uf all concerned. Cun- 
troversy was nul the Keynale of the 
3h round of Anglo-Gernıan talks in 
Kûnigswinter, near Bonn. 
The enıphasis was on ù joint ap- 
proach tu the future of Europe. 
Karl-Günther von Hase, presided of 
the “Deutsch-Englische Gesellschafi" 
and long-serving German ambassador 
1o London. referred in his opening re- 
marks to clouds that had overcast lhe 
otherwise largely blue skies of Anglo- 
German relations for some Line, 
The annual gathering, held alternate- 
ly in Königswinler and Cambridge, is an 


informal discussion forum, {or politi. 
cians, academics, businessmen and pub- .. 


licists.: eG EY 
Outlining the .issues aãssiğhed' to, the' 
four working parties, Herr von Hake 
said the subject of this year's confer- - 
ence, “A; Future fot Europe,” was well 
suited for clarification and elucidation. 


ambassador-to Bonin, arrived at a con* 
clusion that surprised even hi. 

For the first’ time in the history of lhe - 
Königswinter confèrences, he said, syn” , 
onymous as they were with-free debate, - 
the two countries had, as he put it, ab- 
sorbed themselves in Europe, 

Where differences in viewpoint had 
‘arişen, which was seldom the case, they 
‘hid not really been national differences. 
`' Unãnimity predoıninated on issues 


from raisin 


n the 3/89 supplement to the Bonn 

weekly newspaper Das Parlameni 
Angelika Volle outlines “Great Britain's 
transition from a reluctant outsider to 
an awkward partner in the European 
Community.” 

Why do the British have such difficul- 
ly in coming to terms with the Conti 
nent, of which tlle United Kingdom 
forms a part {of what else, when all is 
said and done?). 

Frau Volle concludes that fies be- 
ıween Whitehall und the European 
Community bear thé hallmark of a traur¬ 
ma with regard to the loss nf British 
Sovereignty. 

The vision of a European Union, 
pursued with it areal cleal of idealism by 
Continental politicians, is not shared hy 
lhe pragm:dic British, wlio sce {he econm-= 
mun internal market, an economic-only 
community, as the final objective of Eu- 
rupean iMepgralion., 

The Thatcher guovernmen luis pru= 
motel ihc development of the Euro- 
pean Community since 10UR4 with this 
dim, und no other, in minl. 

That is why Mrs Thiteher, isked last 
year whether she could Imagine must 
sucial andl ecconamic decisiuns ecvvr b= 
ing transferred to Brussels, frankly suid 
she could in nu circumstances imuagind 
ıny such thing. 

Europe cuisled oI different cour= 

tries thal cooperated. No less, hul ni 
morc. 
„. Hs British public upiniun Lake o 
more fivaurahle view of Europe than 
the British suvernmeni Fri Vole siya 
dll British Cabinets since 1073, vh 
Briain joincl the Community, Nic 
been i failure. 

They have been su inasmuch ùs they 
have failed to ds much lo brief public 
upiuion on lhe importance of {he Con? 
munity. Much remains ıu he done her 
fare the man on the Clapham umnibus 
grows at all inquisîlive. lel along enthur 
siastic. nb Europe. 

How is onc to dccuumt fur this insular 
indifference incl complucency? Is this 
mistaken imperturbabilty part of 4 
ımuch more far-reaching British crisis? 

In the 4/89 ixsuc uf ihc fHisforische 
Zeitschrift Wolfgang Kricger of Munich 
University deals with "The British Cri- 
sis in Historical Perspective." 

Over [Û years apo, he writes, US and 
West European social scientists began 
to discuss whether the Western democ¬ 
racies were growing ungovernable. 


س ت 
Continued from page 1‏ 


ira-German circumstances. It remûinS to 
be seen whether the long-overdue change 
of generations, especially at the top İn the 
GDR, will lead to greater inner sovereign” 
ty and social freedom. 

Protest is justified and necessary when 
People, are injured or killed at the Berlin 
Wall or along the intra-German border, . 

Yet it is equally true that greater free” 
dom of travel and heed for human rights 
can ûnly be accomplished with the East 
Berlin government and not against its will. 

The patient policy of interest-balancing 
And cautious. urging has proved best. 
Thase who feel the: time has come to 
hump the table will only trigger a stand” 
still ora relapse, and harm those they feel 
they are helping, ordinary people. 

. 1 ., Carl-Christian Kaiser 
{Dic Zcit; Hamburg, 17 March 19494} 
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LIHE GERMAN IKRIBUNE 


Farewell party. Chancellor Adenauer (left} says goodbye to high commlssglor 


(Photo! dp: 


er McCloy in 19652. 


John J. McCloy, ‘Godfather 
of the new Germany’, dies 


keen sense of commitment, In his quit, 
goocd-huntoured manner he succeeds 
in both looking after US interests a 
supporting the young German demotıi 
Cy. 

Bonn politicians, first and fore: 
Konrad Adenauer, soon sensed I 
they could talk sense with McCloy all 
rely on him to understand and appre 
ate (heir problems. 

A typical uccision was lhe first mett 
ing between McCloy and Adenauer af 
ler the latter's clection tts Fecleral Char 
cellar. a 

McCloy recallcdl it ûs Follow x: f u 
a coll, wet day, when | was tolt (hs 
Chancellor Adenauer had arrived. l was 
still al a nıeeting and not yel ready 
talk. 

“When 1 was, | was told that Ik 
Chancellor refused {o came in. Î wl 
oput uf the door, looked at him aud 
said: Il know huw you feel. It must K 
like Canossa for you." 

“Adenauer lovked amazed. He «i 
surprised that uan American Knew €F 
ough about European history to appl" 
ciate what Canossa stood for. My F 
mark had broken the ice. He came" 
and il was the beginning of a lo! 
fricndship. 

The Americans, who were initial 
bused in the old IG Farben head offi 
in Frankfurt, then moved lo the new 
enıhassy building in Bonn, were con 
dent under McCloy that the new Off 
man state would develop satisfactorll}. 

By 1952 McCloy had provided 
Ş1bn in Marshall Aid to be invested 
the Federal Republic, . 

He was one of the first to sce ther 
fur a German defence contributiog jt 
jaint ‘Western framework. Hepat 
leading role in the framing and sig™# 
of the May „1952 treaty between BoM 
and the Western Allies. . 

There were two keynotes tO MçClof’ 
political views in this period: the need" 
restore German unity and solidar 
with Berlin as a "symbol of freedom 


.the whole world.” ا‎ 


When he returned to America in JÎ: 
1952 he left behind a pledge: “A mî; 
aim of. American policy is to see’; 
German people reunited, and we wil#; 
everything we can to ensure that IS1. ; 


. ‘John J. McCloy, a freeman ‘of Beri: 


remained true to this pledge in m4 i 


functions in later life.. . 


. < Bart Cond. : 


(Die Welt; Bonn, 13 March 19 


ederal President Richard von 

Weizsãcker called John J. McCloy. 
who has died in Stamford, Connecticut, 
agêed 943, a “godfather of the new Ger- 
many.” 

He certainly made his mark on the 
Federal Republic's emergence from the 
ruins of the post-war period. 

McCloy was a self-made man and 
owed his rise to influence as a senior 
government official and a banker lu 
hard work. 

His father died when he was young. 
His mother, who was of Oerman extrac- 
tion, curncd the family’s living ùs iû 
laundress and a nurse. 

McCloy worked his way through col- 
lege, where he read law, as a waiter anl 
tutor. After serving in France in the 
First World War he joined a New York 
firm of attorneys. 

In the 1930s he achieved spectacular 
success as an attorney by solving up iû 
wartime sabotage casc and making a 
$26m damages claim against the Ger- 
man Reich stick, 

Defence Secretary Stimson was inı- 
pressed and took him on in 1939 as a 
counter-espionage expert at the Penlag- 
on. 

From 1941 to 1945 he was under-st- 
cretary in charge of the lease-lend pro- 
gramme for America's allies, 

in 1945 he arrived in Gerınany with 
the occupying forces as heal of lhe Civil 
Affairs Division. 

His first direct intervention in the 
course of events was to prevent the des- 
truction of Rothenburg ob der. Tauber 
when the advancing US forces ancoun- 
tered Wehrmacht resistance in the pic- 
turesque mediaeval town. 

He was president.of the World Bank 
for two years, then sent back to Ger- 
many by President Truman as. US.high 
commissioner and military governor. 

He came back at a crucial juncture in 
the post-war period. ‘The Soviet. block- 
ade of Berlin had. just been abandoned 
in the face of Western Allied determina- 
tion and the staying power of the people 
of Berlin. . : : 

A new political future needed to be 
mapped out for the former Reich capital 
and the emerging Federal Republic of 
Germany. ٠ : 
` . That: could only be suecessfully ac- 
complished jointly by. the Gernıans-and 
the Western Allies — America, Britain 
and France. : 


McCloy set about this. task .with a 


= THE NATION 


Worries about what 1s 
happening in Berlin 


boys for German domestic problems ~ 
just as Hitler did with the Jews. 

Nevertheless, even “Berliners" living 
outside Berlin are convinced that the city 
will cope with the present crisis, hopefully 
upholding the principles on which its exist 
ence is based; 

— the monopoly of power enjoyed hy 
the stale; 

— çconmitment to the status of Berlin 
and to the Allied presence; 

— maintenance of legal unity with the 
Federal Republic. 

These principles underscore the fact 
that Berlin's future is an international and 
nat a local concern. 

Hitler, whose birth centenary will hope- 
fully not be celebrated by anyone this year, 
is to blame for the future of Berlin not be- 
ing a matter for Berliners and other Ger- 
mans alone but for Europeans, Russians 
and Americans. [ 

It is important for Ilıe people of Berlin 
10 quietly reconsider their position and 
their future, especially in an era of which 
tlie keynote is likely to be greater East- 
West detente but fresh tension within 
Eastern Europe. 

The Berliners and their politicians 
could benefit from the objective work on 
the future of the city at Berlin research fac- 
ilities such as the Aspen Institute, 

Forty-five years after the war there are 
naturally a number of status rights which 
are outdated and ought to be scrapped by 
ıhe Western Allies, but in principle the Al- 
lied. presence in Berlin is essential for the 
security ancl democratic future of the city, 
espectally in today's complex East-West 
situation. 

The West too unquestionably has inter- 
ests of its own tn Berlin, but these relations 
may well change in the decades to come. 

Such changes must be worked out 
quietly and in full awareness of common 
interests. Adventurous flights of fancy are 
something the world has in plenty. 

Berlin is on the border between East 
and West, That is why fi must continue to 
be an international city, It has many op- 


portunities: as an East-West (rade turn- 
able, as a cultural magnet (which it was in 
the 1920s), and as an open city in which 
everything can be attempted, much can be 
dismissed and much done to make it one 
of the glories of Europe again. 

That calls for’ Berlin politicianş of the 
stature of Ernst Reuter, Willy Brandt or 
Richard von Weizsdcker, politicians with 
ideas and the determination to put them 
into practice: 

It calls for private circles that don't just 
run to the Senate and criticise it but have 
the backbone to grasp the initiative them- 
selves. It calls for a people of Berlin with 
the courage, the humour and the stamina 
of the post-war and blockade era. , 

Can Berlin ever be anything other than 
an open, democratic, international city? 
Every cily depends on an influx of fresh 
bivod. In the past Berlin has often shown 
how Huguenots, Jews, Silesians, East 
Prussians, other Germans, . Russians and 
Americans can be made into Berliners. 

Four the sake of the city's well-being this 
must continue to be lte case, 

Shepurd Stone 
{Dle Zeit. Hamburg, 17 March 1989) 


The wriler of this artiele, Shepard Stone, 


was direclor of (he Aspen Institute, Ber- 
iin, (rom 1974 to 1988. He naw teaches 
al the Kennedy Schao! of Government, 
Harvard University, in Cambridge, Mass. 


Ye don’t need tn be cither a German 

or born on the River Spree to feel 
yourself ıo he a "Berliner." Yet nowadays 
we "Berliners" outside Berlin are having 
trouble. Jus! what is golng on in the city? 

Berlin is not the only city with serious 
problems. Job worries and unemployment, 
housing shortage, social grievances, nar- 
cutics, the influx of social outsiders and 
environmental destruction are universal 
plrenomcena. 

Paliticians everywher: are having to 
seek soluliuns our run the risk of being 
mude jobless themselves al the next clec- 
lions, 

Yet in New York, Paris ancl London (he 
quest for solutions is still undertaken with- 
in the framework Gf reality. Experience 
haş shown that clespite the shortconiings 
of tHıe clemocratic system there is none 
hetter, 

Washinglon is nOL worried hut same- 
what concerned ultout developments in 
Berlin. No-unce yel knows whal signific- 
ance the SPD-Green coalition will have 
far Berlin and for the Federal Republic. 

US government officiuls are murc wor- 
tied thiın has so far heen noted by public 
opinion about the Republicans, the ex- 
treme righl-wing partly {hut polled over se- 
ven per cent in (he 29 January elections to 
the Berlin House of Representatives. 

Sixteen years ago another party, the 
NPD, originating — like the Republicans 
¬ in Munich, roused similar e motions. 

In Berlin and in the Federal Republic 
there are clear signs of a German peculiar- 
ily. Every 40 or 5Û years the German soul 
legins to palpitate. Dreams and emotions, 
mixed with hatred of outsiders, encourage 
a flight into uncertainty, 

That would nat be so importam if it 
were merely a German domestic matter, 
but opinion in other countries is sensitive 
on this point, 

Wherever forcign policy is made or dis- 
cussed in America — in Washington. 
among academics, journalists or in the bu- 
siness community — there are many peo- 
ple who despite occasional criticism ad- 
mire the Federal Republic and Berlin. 

They are not just impressed by Ger- 
many's economic success story. Many also 
hold the democratic institutions, the wel- 
fare system and freedom of the press in the 
Federal Republic in high csteem. 

They sce West Germany as û crucial 
partner in the Western community. And 
some, if not all, realise that Bonn is bound, 
on account of the country's geographical 
location and the division of Germany and 
Berlin, lo be keen on special relations with 
the Soviet Union and wilh Eastem Eu- 
rope. 

Americans Also Know that most Ger- 
mans tuclay were nat born until after the 
Hiller cra aml are nul la blame fur Nazi 
crimes. 

Yil they would like lo sec Germans a 
ite more aware of their history, and tbat 
is why there is a sense uf upset about a 
number uf leadencies at buth ends of the 
political spcetrum. 

There tire felt to be elear signs, in Berlin 
and in the Fedéral Republic, that foreigu- 
ers unl applicants for asylum are being 
cusl in the role uf scapegoats and whipping, 


(Pliole. Al} 


om MClwork markcl. They are ATKT 
of Amcrica, Alciûlel uf Fruncc. Sic- 
mens Î Ocrinany utk û Jipandse Con 


surfiunt. 
lt remil 10 Be sen wite « Il nitik 
the running in Maer C{uiPmMenl — enf- 


TWIUPU. iS IT WUN. 

New infurmMion imMnd COMINUNIL= 
tion technology ccrvices such as Hil 
se HMC YE. UM CTA LIN of el 
ts. ba Du i pod o dh MH > 
ce plince. PDontinik Schunieft 

Frankluiicr AIECMCG Cab 
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This device prints out a pletura of the person at the athar end 
of the plicture-telephone line In just 10 seconds. 
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کے کے ایی 
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ent manufacturerts 
possible. Network- 
ing of workplaces 
within a company. 
linking departments 
and entire divisions 
to a central infor- 
mation and commu- 
nication system, is 
making swift' head- 
way. Netwêrking of 
systems ` independ- 
ently of individual 
companies is also 
on the increase, 
Few topics general- 
cd as mıtch interest 
at Cebit as ISDN, 
short for Integrated 
Services Digital Ne- 
work.  Luunuched 
uxperimentally ly 
the Bundespost in 
ciglıt German cilies. 
il will comhbind 
speech. piclures. 
data and permutations on all three. Re- 
lying muinly on thgitalisittiun of the te- 
lcom intrastructure, it wiH nol reully he 
dvallalNe all over Germany for Svvcral 
yaitrs. bul imdlustry is preparing For thy 
SDN era in iı bi wiy. 

By 1003 ISDN services are whcduiledl 
ıs be avillidle ill over he counlry. I 
dustry and the Bundespst then Cxptct 
Ihe frst til wiye of dentiind. special’ 
ls aS MID afi Ene Mat al 
rencly ensured ISDN services to other 
counirics. 

Four lirge kruups will shire (he relec- 


1 


Cebit was that no real innovations were 
unveiled. The few exceptions served on- 
ly to prove the rule. 

Mast products on show were based 
on existing models; not becnuse the 
trade has run out of innovative steam 
but in view of self-restraint with regard 
to innovations for which the Hanover 
fair deadline is simply toq early. 

They include the OS/2 operating Şys- . 
tem. The first programs based on the 
uew standard are nol expected lO be 
available before the year's end. 

Much the same is true of even faster 
microchips that are expected tv give the 
personal conıputer market a shat in the 
arm. The premiere of i new generation 
of microptucessors is scheduled to he 
heêld in a few weeks’ time. 

Mainframe manufacturers" rextritint 
i ıhus largely adtribulable to Uuncertain- 
ly About technical standarcls. 

Yet the Hanover fair is still a pointer 
ı0 trude trenls, untl networks are clcar- 
ly the shape of things to camc. 

[nformatian and communication sys- 
lems already provide an opportunity of 
selling up locul arciı networks not only 
within offices and works Fucililies; en- 
lire cumpitnies can he qetwurked. 

The Muluinet network is exhibilcd it 
Crh is û csc in puint. Û demnnsIriMUs 
vımmMuniulion hcetuecn uvor MHI MANU- 
tcturirs’ hardvirve ind suftwire pru- 
Juels, 

Another tame of prod Cup 
UH cgadhiss ot manus i 
trend toward manufacturing andl office 
allomMitliun lugs (NM IKE cumnmUnicil- 
lun Between equipment mile by differ 


dian guvcernmen apprncd 14 juint 
ventures hbelwecn Gurinan and Jndıan 
Conmpinies. 

The Federal Republic thus led the 
field in 1his sector. iollow edl by the U nit- 
êd States, Great Britain and Japan. 

Wherc foreign investment is con 
cerned 1he Federal Republic ranks sec- 
oncl in India, while it has long been In- 
dias fourth-largest trading partner. 

New Delhi is worried about its deficit 
in trade with the Federal Republic, al- 
though the picture improved last year. 

According to the Federnl Statistics 
Office, Wiesbaden, India's deficit in 
trade with Germany declined last year 
from-DNi l.6bn to DM I.1 bn. 

So experts suspect India of planning 
to protect a growing number of domcs- 
tic markets (a number of consumer 
markets are already protecîed) as soon 
as it has closed the technological gap: 


dusIry, 

ı Heinz Pollender of Deutsche Bank, 
which is active in India (with one branch 
in Bombay and another to be'openced in 


` New Delhi. next month), advises Ger-. 


man cntrepreneurs interested in. coop- 
eration ta invest directly in India, 2 
&t the Business wilh India stand 
Deutsche Bank enthusiastically. advo- 
cated joint ventures and supplled infar- 
mation abnut Indja's complicated, bu-: 
reaucracy and, foreign exchange regulr- 
ations. e ا ا‎ 
؛‎ Herr Poljender said the time.was sıill; 
"ideal for German investars .to. maye. 
into a.faşt-growing market in which,the 
United States ãnd Japan were alsa keen- 

ly interested, . ,. Bernt Wittkowski 
' . (Frankfprier Rurldschnu, H1 Match. 1Y9). 


India shows it 
is catching 
the leaders up 


Over half a million Indian program- 
mers are beavering away ûf computer 
applications for very little money. In 
many cases there is a brisk overseas de- 
mand for their services. 

An Indian specialisl costs DM 2,000 a 
month. A German specialist doing the 
same work costs at leasi eight tines as 
much. : 

The Indian government energetically 
encourages high tech development and 
offers foreign companies incentives to 


locate in India or.cooperate witlı Indian 1 
E 2 ` and thoroughly. modernised Indian in- 


firs. Ei wg 

Legislation favourable ‘to. industry, 
free trade-zones for export-oriented en- 
terprises,'lax ‘incentives and lov-inter- 


yl eger Fe. 


est. loans are examples of {he facilities. 


provided. ا‎ 
Encourugement isımainly given to ex-= 
port-oriented firwis. india. has: foreign 
debts exceeding S50bn: it. badly need 
to:earn foreign:exchanger.:. . . Î 
Its Cebit presentation is thus aimed a( 
finding new partners for:{he Ihdian 
computer trade. and othor: indusiries. 
Opportunities and. inclination :are wir. 
despread in: Germany,. the’. Hanover 
trade fair organisers say. '! 
ı‘India-is .snid..to. be onc of the :few- 
countries where the Germans are still in: 
‘the lead. .ı. i 
: In the first 10 .months of ‘1 988 the In- 


a 


| ee conpUuter compunies, and suft- 
ware manufacturers in piarlicular. dirc 
dMout lu ciutch up with the international 
leaders. 

Experts sty Indian cûompuler pru= 
gram manufacturers are extrenlely 
competent. largely unknown though 
they may be outside ludlia. 

The Cebit conıputer fair in Hanover 
mily have remedied this state of utfairs. 
India exhibited iis cumputer Know-How 
at this year’s Cebit as the fair's first offi- 
cial partner country, Its aim was to 
make un international breukthrough. 

The presentation of goods and ser- 
vices provided by over 6U hardware and 
software manufacturers was also enyvi- 
saged as a milestone in cooperation be- 
tween India and the Federal Republic of 
Germany (and other European coun» 
trles), 

Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
said, .šs Cebit gof under way, that'phri- 
nership was a major opportUunity,i’.;': ‘+ 


‘This cames is weltome ‘news to'Ger-: 


man industry, which an insider now says 
sels greater store bythe Indian market 
than by China, which it favoured only a 
few years a80. Me 

.ı idia, a coniputer giant in the making, 
boasts a tremendous.growth rato; Since 
the mid-1980s Indian high tech expanr 
sion has been in double figures: i: 

. Camputef progranr oxports. dre: İn 
creasing by about LO per.cent a year and: 
expected .{o be. worth DM400m a yeur' 
bymext year. r ai ° | 

Many ‘leading internaliohal compan” 

"ies already ‘use Indian software, which’ 
has progressed rapidly due.to'a large: 
potential'of skilled professionnls ‘and a 


low wage level. i.i .. : e 


Assistance witli investment decisions. 
and information for day-to-day use. are‘ 
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mW COMPUTER FAIR 


More visitors than ever, but some 777, 
key people are staying away 


he organisers of the Cebit computer 

fair in Hanover no longer have the 

least doubt that .this year’s spectacular 
will break all previous records, 

Attendance at the half-way mark was . 
a sure sign of success. The | 6U,UUU peo- 
ple who passed the turnstiles at the wee- 
kend brought the number of visitors to 
over 330,0UÛÛ, making û final 500,00U0- 
plus more than likely. 

So Cebit has certainly proved a 
crowd-puller, and must of the nearly 
1.300 exhibitors from 417 countries said. 
on first asking, they were satisfied. 

Trade associations suùy the dlmos- 
phere at Cebit stands Is gout, with visi- 
tors highly quiulilied dud an .increasing 
number Front ibroitl. 

These interim findings would suggest 
that all is bright und beautiful, much is 
Chancellor Koll wuuld like to feel. 

At the opening ceremony of ù alt 
fair billed as the Wurld Centre of Of- 
fice, Information und Telecom Technol- 
ugy he dulled an entrcpreneuts lo bune 
dun their restraint dnd vay Ihey wer 
duing well (always ésuming Lhit 10 bC 
(hd dase}. 

Where Cohit is cuncerned thirt is only 
partly true, Increising criticism uf the 
Ne tude evYenl is being iced. 

The fair organisers are delighted with 
the iltcndincce Fieures. Exhibitors are 
not, ur DCS ÎLADIY less wr. 

Trade Fairs cost money. dnd lhe Cx’ 
pense mus PdYy dividends, Exhibilurs 
cvaluite a filir's success miinly in terms 
ul ıe following crileriit: 

— the nuımbêr ut nêw trade contilels 
made: 

— the number of talks held with trade 
visitors; 

— and the business éneriıted as ù r= 
suit. 

They sec them in this order of in- 
porlance and, a1 leasl in certain sectors 
eahibited al Cebit, the Hanover fair no 
lnnger seems to live Up to exhibitûrs’ ex” 
pectations, 

A substantial number of key people 
in data processing and informatics dare 
said no longer to feel paying Cebit a re- 
gular visit isesseMial. 


The criticism of Cebit voiced by these 
“no-shows” ranges from badly arranged' 


and oversized to wrongly conceived. 
The "stay-aways™' dislike the rush ‘and 
tumble and.the surfeit of.tazznıalazz.. 


The expense, ‘tHey'say, Îs no longer’ 
justified by the amount of qualified in-' 


formation realistically available to visi- 
tors, E 


ا 1 


more readily available in other ways:All 
100 often thé person they need to con- 
Sult-iS not there at the Cebit stand,  - 
Specific days, they-feel; should be re- 
served for trade visitors ~$0 a5 to pre” 


Serve at least in parl.-Cebit's. role as A: 


trade fair: ق‎ : 


“Exhibitors try to .offset these ıdiffi- 
culties by means of a :special approsch’ 
0 the trade visitor. Large firms send out! 
carly. invitations tO customers and pot- 
ential customers —~ and say it pays to doi 


SO. sf. 
` A further shortcoming ofthis year's 


`. . (Rheiniseher Merkur‘Christ und ¥ f 
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West German economy obtained a] 
39 per cênl uf its lotal trade surplus ù 
irade wih European Com mMunily slate, 
last year û3 per centol the surplus WBS ij 
irade wilh EC purıners. 

This meuns that the relutive stable EF 
change rate was obtained at the priceof, 
considerable imbalance in trade, Beran 
the others hold still. our currency is uy 
dervialucel and our cxpurts are corre; 
dingly subsidised. A powerful need fy 
adjuslment has uceumulated here, | 

The imbalance in {rale would kg. 
cenluated by the establishincnl of 
single European market since, frma 
economic. point of vicw. this sû 
umount to ûn intensification Of comp 
lian. 

The barriers hindering access 
cuntpclitors from other EC countries: 
he lower, if they are nol done away wi 
altogether. 

Uncontpetilive regions will. have k 
swallow limitations on growth and er 
ployment. [f they cannot make up for ihe 
difference in productivity hy devaluation 
there will be i Hliglıt of capital and a dral 
on their best worker's, so that the polar 
sation tendency will he accentualed. 

As a countermove purchasing Put 
will have to be channelled back br 
creasing the various regional funds. 

There will then be those who arê 
happy because they do not witnt to bek 
recipients of charity handouts. 

Tlie others will not rid themselves 
the feeling that their country is being 
garded as û cow, which can alwaysk 
milked. 

This scenurlu is nat hut of û defedl 
Eurepgtan, but lhe outline of iı propos: 
nul hy French politicians, allegedly 
recyclnèd uf rcpional productinn w' 
pluses. 

In cconumics, ils in Polilics, thc pi 


' pl applies that energies should mit 


dissipted hM vconcCnlriled. Û hc sini 
European market is a chullcnuc uf ih 
Sart lo which politicial alcntion uf di 
soris MuSL be piven. 

[Cis Dut û qUucslion Lhiu il tlois attenifl 
falters then another could be tried. M0 
irretricvable chance woulkl he wiısted. 

Many in Brussels Know from it reading 
of the Cechini report that the single El 
ropean markel will not automatic 
huve positive results: there will lhe cour 
ries, industrial sCelors itu many indivi 
ual companies which will he hit by ther 
tensificiliont uf competition. 

Ifthe cxchange rate purnmeters aref' 
longer there for the purpose of increas! 
nutionil competitivily, because {here 
demands Tor a common currency, 
the risks will be increased in (he course 
establishing û single European market. 

Ifthe members of the EMS regard poF 
icies geared towards stability as one 
why lhen impose on all counuries a cor 
non currency if (hey are prepared lo I 
crate More inflation? 1 

Then the gauge of displeasure * 
creuses: $ome want the currency arty 
ment t0 be tuu broad, others 100 1 

Industry is not gearcd to a siffifcur 
rency, Invoicing is clone either in the 
tional currency or covercd by dealing 
futures, ؛‎ 

Incidentally for some time now th 
has been a means of payment for Cf 
frontier trade, which is accepted :e¥eF: 
where when selling wine or whatever; 
neighbouring couutries: the :plastio.ere 
card. OEE 4 

' Joseph .- Alois Schrumpeter (140 
1950) once said that one could tell ap 
pies cash value from the wood they ¥. 
carved. from. Why in all the world 4%; 
anyone want-to ordain on-the natin ۴ 
Europe a common.monetary system? ' 

<‘... Joachim Starball ` 


, «< Bunn, 11, Marth ا‎ 
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A single European currency ‘would tend 
to increase trade imbalances’ 
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plaints made about the want of symmetry 
in the distribution of burdens, The Bun- 
desbank pursues a policy which il be- 
lieves is the correct one, 

Burt this forces other countries witlı 
weak currencies to adopt policies, which 
they would not pursue if they did nou 
have to show consideration. 

If it were a matter of following their 
own economic ideas they would tend to 
give less importance to monetary and fi- 
nancial policies geared to stability. They 
might have in mind that they could do 
more for employment or for more social 
welfare. 

Here we are not concerned with 
whether this, attitude is right or wrong: 
what is important is the member states in 
the EMS see the situation in this way. 

For them the creation. of a joint central 
bank means they have the chance to in- 
troduce their ideas about the right mont- 
tary course and the distribution of burcl- 
ens into common decision-making and lo 
put this to the vote. 

At the present they see the situation as 
sink or swim: adjust your policies or de- 
value. 

When these countries talk dbhout iû 
“cumnon central bunk" {hey also mvun 
the severing of the EMS anchor al the 
puinr which the Bundesbank belies Is 
righl. 

One has te have sympithy fur such un 
attitude, Every country, which regartls 
the policies of another country as û burd- 
en. would want to jetiison these policies. 

Anyone who assumes these countries 
are ready to bear this burden, when it is 
given the label "European." is poorly in- 
formed about the way politics operate. 

Naturally EMS members try {0 reliuin 
sonıe economic room for ninocuvre for 
themselves, clespite the domination of the 
deutschemark. This is most obvious in 
the cross-frontier movementl of goals. 

The Federal Republic has constiantly 
recorded surpluses in trade with its EMS 
partners, which could be recluced to some 
exlenl hy concerled deviluaticns oF Fevil- 
lutations, : 

Over the past few years this imbalance 
has become more marked. In 183 (le 


: 0250 ° 
Giters ٤ 


| 7 2 
d up {û 100%)... 


Figures al beginning of 1987'(rounded off figures do not ad 


try viu primitive Keynesianism and the in- 
creased production of socialist-policy in- 
spired umsalable articles, which would in 
any case have reduced French industry's 
conipetitivity but within tlre context of 
the EMS they would have become "fatal" 
in the long-term, 

When there was a change of govern- 
ment in Bonn in 1982 the road to be tak- 
en was towards stability, and itl was clear 
that either the French would have to 
withdraw from the EMS or gear their pal- 
icies to the new facts of foreign trade. 

There was some hard talking between 
the then French Economic Affairs Minis- 
ter, Jacques Delors, and his Federal Re- 
public counterpart, Gerhard Soltenberg, 
at a crucial meeting in early 1983, ac- 
cording to officials closely concerned, 

Paris then gave way. Since then social- 
ists in France have pursued free-market 
policies. 

Close observers of tlhe French political 
scene suspect that Mitterrand was look- 
ing for confrontation in Brussels so as not 
to have to admit that the failure of the so- 
cialist experiment had forced his govern- 
ment to change course. 

Nevertheless everyone concedes that 
membership of the EMS has maintained 
discipline, A member must adjust his pol- 
icies 10 hose that are predominant at the 
lime or adjust currency parities to the 
chunging facts. 

Many governments fight shy of th lat- 
ter”, For Ihat would be an admission of the 
fnilure of \heir policies. Such a sep'couldl 
he takên ır cememplulecd only with iı 
change of government or ufter un elec- 
tion, 

if individual EMS members are ta pvar 
their monclary and finance policies to 4 
dominant exchange rate, it is decisive 
which currency dominates. At present iı 
is the deutschemark. 

The reasons for this are {he Federal 
Republic's econoniic potential, the high 
foreign trade surplus and the de fucto 
currency union between the Federal Re- 
public, Austria and Switzerland, 

The deutschemark is seen as playing an 
anchoring role, giving the EMS stability. 
This role of the deurschemiırk in the EMS 
has grown more and more. 

The donmiinance of the deutschemark in 
lhe European Conımunity is nol neces- 
sarily a matter for rejoicing. 

In Brussels and the capitals of the 
other EC member states there are com- 


The European 
Currency Unit 
(Ecu) 


1 Ecu = DM2.08 
One Ecu comprises 


۹31 French francg 


کی 


The author of this article is Joaclıinı 
Starbatty, Professor of Economics at 
Tibingen Universily. 


e yenrs ago, in March 1979, the Eu- 
rvpean Mouetary System (EMS) first 
saw the light of duy, It was the brainchild 
uf French President Valery Giscard "Es- 
taing and the Federal Republic's Chan- 
cellor Flelmut Schmidt. 
The EMIS is more than an extension of 
the "Currency Snake,” with more partici- 
pints, which had heen in operation until 
ihen. : 

The EMS included many more qualita= 
live elements: 

e ‘The crcalion of a basket currency un- 
il, ihe Ecu: the charm of thiş ereation is 
firstly that it is the abbreviation of the 
English expression, European Currency 
Unit, and it rcenlls the small French coin 
minted by Philip ‘Le Bel’ (1268-1314), 
the ecu, and thirdiy, it is geared to the 
Federal Republic's monetary policy, 

e The Ecu is used in Ihe settlement of 
balances between central banks and plays 
a special rale on the privue investor mar- 
keı — mainly among European Comnuın- 
ily ntemher states with restricled move- 
ments of capital. 

e Devaluations and revaluntions take 
Pliıce us a eoucerted effort; this resuls in 
a Com mntunity-bitsed exchange rate. 

e ‘The volume of shori- and mediun- 
term finuncial suppor1 has been consider= 
uly increased. : 

The mechancis of the EMS (livery 
ence thresholds, divergence indicators, 
bilanced inlervention and bilateral par- 
iy grids) scem ut firsl so cumplicited 
tht the joke does the rouncls that three 
sxperts cuuld understand it, bul they 
cannûl èxplain it: three other experts 
cuuld explain it, but they cannot under- 
stand il. 

However central and commercial 
hanks have worked with the system witl- 
Ut any troubli., 

The main agreement of the EMS was 
signed by the presidents of European 
central banks: this involves the interven- 
linn on currency markets to stabilise the 
EMS. : 

This raises the question: to what do the 
central banks give priorily in cases of 
conflict, internal or external economic 
stabilisation? 

Oımar Emminger, the now deceased 
president of the Bundesbank, pointed 
oul that in cases of conflict the Bundres- 
bank had ta adhere to its legal respon- 
sibilities. 

He maintained that any other interpre- 
tion of the central bank agreement 
would result in the loss of the Bank's au- 
lononıy, through the backdoor as it were. 

In vicw of the overrun on monetary 
gTwlh targets Over the past few' years 
and an inflation rate which is obviously 
increasing,’ it seems the right moment ta 
Rınind Bundeshank, politicians and the 
general publie of the Bundesbank’"s legal 
rapunsihility to safeguard the currency. 

One uf the successes of 1he EMS Is that 
s0 Far n0 menber has pulled out of it, and 
that it is "an island of stability in a sea of 
exchange rale lurbulence," us an experi 
recenUy pul il. Exchange rates ‘havè re- 
maingd unaltered over (he Pst two years, 

, There lus, of coürse, been same gnash- 
ing of lceceth within the EMS, President 
Mitterrand's experiment ul the beginning 
uf the 980s, ta modernise French indus- 
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(Photo: Daimler-Benz) 


A new generation of integrated scats 
has been incorporated in the new SL ta 
ensure ihe comfort and well-being of 
driver and passengers. 

Belt height and headrest position are 
electronically linked, and the belt is au- 
tomalically tautened. A sports car cil 
now be said to fully cqunl the passenger 
safety raling of an up-market family sa” 
loon. 

An initial 20,0UÛU SLs u year arc tû 
run off the latest Daimler-Benz assem- 
bly lines in Bremen. 

The SL certainly stole the show on 
the opening day of the Geneva iUte 
salan. From the noment the dours 
pened 1he Daimler-Benz stand was 
besieged by press phMugraphers frum 
ull over the world. 
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ations. The performance .of all three 
versions iş typically sporting. Depend- 
ing on the engine, they accelerate to 
100kph. (6O0mph) Irom a standing start 
in either 6.3 or 9.2 seconds. Their top 
speeds vary from 230 to 250kph (lf4- 
!1SGmph). : 

The 50Û SL has a four-speed auto- 
matic transmission designed l0 cencou- 
age drivers not to overdo the speed. 

The six-cylinder versions have a five- 
spced gearbox, while the 300 SL has a 
sporting gearbox wiih a lower transnTis” 
sion ralio. 

The electronics is naturally the latest 
and best: ABS anti-blocking brake xys- 
lem, ASR cumulative drive and lhe new 
ADS adaptive absorber system. 

The latter automatically ucljusts 
shock absorbers to one of four settings 
best suited to the round surface ind clriv- 
ing conditinsns. 


Whit is happening iri’. 


(Germany view the worid?. 


You will find the answers tû ihése questions 


in DIE WELT, Germany’s independent 
|. national quality and economic dally . < 


newspaper. a 
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m MOTORING 


Daimler-Benz unveils new 


“Mercedes-Benz is now hitting back,” 
said the company's press spokesman, 
Herr Kleinert, with reference to the 
three versions of the SL on show Bt 
Geneva. . 

They are intended ta spearhead the 
new overall Mercedes concept and re- 
giin the lead in the European market. 
But what is so special about the new 


image-polishing roadster 


It comes in an initial choice of three 
eugines: the six-cylinder, three-litre, 
190-hp engine; the six-cylinder, four- 
valve, 231-hp engine {in the 300 SL- 
24); and the eight-cylinder, four-valve, 
five-litre, 326-hp engine {in the 500 
SL). 1 

1 versions of the Mercedes-Benz 
SL are fitted with standard three-way 
catalytic converters {in a new and im- 
proved design). 

A mechanical and electronic injec- 
tion device supplies the lambda probe 
with extra heat, monitors.the exhaust re- 


turn system aud ensures ventilation of: 


the active carbon container. 

Driving “topless” is what makes a 
roadster such fun. All versions of the 
new SL have an electronic soft top thal 
can be raised from or returned to (and 
locked in) its hood box in 30 seconds by 
pushing a DUTON. 

Extra safely is provided by an elec- 
tronic over-roll bar, normally recessed 
in front of the hood box, that is autn- 
matically acivuled in danuerus vitu- 


model? 
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aimler-Benz board clıairman 

Werner Niefer, unveiling the new 
Mercedes-Benz SL roadster just before 
(he Geneva motor show, called jt a "new 
star.and the start of a hew Mercedes le- 
gend.” 

It sports the initials of the almost le- 
gendary Mercedes-Benz 300 SL of the 
195Us, when the sporting performance 
of a powerful roadster could not be 
combined with comfort and safety as it 
can today. 

lt has taken the fast and furious deve- 
lopment of modern electronics to make 
this combination possible. 

When a car costs between DM90,000 
and DM125,00Û0 Daimler-Benz, witlı 
their proverbial. attention to detail and 
insistence on quality and safety, can be 
expected to deliver the goods. 

The Stuttgart carmakers had for too 
long been criticised for making good but 
conservative cars, wilh the result that 
the glamour of the Mercedes star logo 
was losing a little of ils cachet hoth in 
Germany and around ihe world. 

But the new model is entirely in Kec p- 
ing with Gotlieb Diaimler’s ambitiou to 
manufacture “the best or nothing" — in 
Germany, in Europe and worldwide. 


Politics at first hand 


Detailed and objective information is what you need If you are 
to hold your own on politics and world affairs: facts on which 
to base your own political viewpoint. 
Aussenpolitik, the quarterly foreign affairs review, gives YOU 
facts at first hand for an annual DM50 plus p&p. 8 
Write today for a sample copy of the English edition, at no obli- 
gation, to the publishers, INTERPRESS GmbH, Hartwlcus- 
str, 3—4, D-2000 Hamburg 76, Federal Republic of Germany. 


Tel. (040) 229 06 09. 
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Demand for information 
` widens role of banks 


about all manner of banking acl 
from scllements abroad lo Futureky, 
ance. Bits and bytes are heing offi 
20 versions. 

The technical requirements lk 
been set up, according to Bernd Rk 
wald, u board member of the um, 
organisation for people's banks andg 
ricultural credit cooperatives, so lk 
every one of their branches in the cala 
tryside can build up an extensive and 
ficient informution and advisory servic 
equal to that offered by a bank ir èn iı 
portant centre of finance. : 

The computer services available fra 
banks concentrate on two areas: egıi 
ronmental protection and the single 
ropean market, areas which are tr 
nitely "in" at the moment. 

Small and medium-sized firms arı 
prime target group for both areas, 

The Deutsche Bank has discover 
that 70 per cent of these companies 
tend to invest t0 protecl the envi; 
ment over the nexl (wo ta three yén 
but a recent stucly has shown that ett 
second company was unaware thal then 
are databanks to help in investment 
this sort. 

The requirement for compuler té 
siitrceh in this areca, Up to manual elabe 
ulion of investment and financial par 
ing, is considerable theh. If only ler 
be simulated. 

Advice is alsa aimed at sual ta mal 
um-siZzed cumpiınies about the plane 
single European ntitrkel. 

Almost ù hill of con panics surveje 
hy the cooperulive bunks said that the 
Would rfeurrange {heir production wil 
dn dyê lo J001, bul must of them wt 
uncertiin dbhout whit the effects woul 
he. 

Bernhard Schramm, president ofl 
umbrella orgunisutiun for peopl 
bunks and agriculurul credil conpelr 
tives, siid that small firms were e! 
poorly informed about bis, 

He sutcl {hat çxpert knowledge slo 
in dutabanks on tax and econonir FF 
lution, technology andl patents show 
he a remedy for this, 

The Deutsche Bank and the savinp 
bunks apply Individual Balance A" 
lyses, Branch Services and oiher OF 
puter operations in their business Inf 
mation activities. TT 

: The credit cooperative instilutes# 
tend to apply more Intensely thar# 
Deutsche Bank and the savings j 
new criteria . when advising: ٠ 
clients. E e 

Apart from electronic banking QF 
ment such as cash .dispensers and # 
count print-outs,. the .cooperatives ãf 
offering further com puter-orjentéd # 
lities, for instance two real. estate PF 


grammes and û new kind of informaling. . 


ok 


system ön stocks and shares,’. 
This system offers not only stoc% ® 


change ‘information. from Frankf: 
London, New York or Tokyo, via Bl: 
lite’ in some cases, to .the. cointefê; 


banks al] over the cduntry, but AlS j 


lows clients to:give. buying: and %8 


orders; canveyed.to the stock exch) 


by the press of a.button. 
Bernd Witkowdkh: 


“ '' ` {Frankfurter Rundschsls, £ Mhrell%® 


ive years ago you wolld never have 

dreamt how dramatically banking 
would change,” said Knut Neuss, direcc- 
tor of Deutsche Bank's business infor- 
mation department, He was not exagge- 
rating, 1 

Five years ago banks and savings 
banks were more-or=Jess pure financial 
houses whose activities were fundamen= 
tally limited to handling deposits, offer- 
ing credits, dealing in shares and foreign 
currericy. 

Today’they are involved in a lot more 
than money and interest rates. The coım- 
puter fair in Hanover, CeBIT, shows 
this clearly. : 

The bank today is an organisation of- 
fering comprehensive information and 
advice, including information about 
matters which are not directly involved 
in banking. 

Banking has an enormois informa- 
tion requirement as new business ap- 
portunities are revealed and exploited, 

Information, stored in super-compu- 
ters and offered to clients for a fee, has 
become a decisive competitive factor 
and a new source of income, 

The meteoric technical progress in 
electronic data processsing is making 
this possible, The new magical expres- 
sion in German banking circles is “elec- 
tronic banking," 

Demonstrating how this electronic 
service worked, Neuss quoted the ex- 
ample of a prinling works which had tu 
invest lo prevent environmentil pollu- 
tion by its industrial effluents. 


Solution 


A technical solution to the problem 
was sought in the bank's paten data- 
bank, and ithe solution's reputation tn- 
quired about in the market and the price 
checked. . : 

lı tha next databank 5Û environmen- 
tal protection prograıummes were looked 
into fo see if they qualified for public 
grants, So AS eventuully to scrutinse the 
effect .of the investment on ihe balance 
sheet, 2: 

There was also a progrumme 10 in- 
crease turnover in certain cases and Ups 
as to how the conpuny could be more 
effectively organised. . 

According to Neuss the solution 10 
the whole complex of problems cosl 
“not as. much as DM2,500," including 
payment for an external "information 
broker,": the Heidelberg firm online, 
and the bank computers fed by special 
ists from the university, 

Thanks to state subsidies, which the 
computer had shown. how'to apply for, 
the investment. was. a few per cent 
cheaper. Furthermore a considerable. 
proportion.of expenditure.on materials 
and personnel could be covered by he 


company itself, .: e 

.Neuss said that the bank gained from 
its “active „Information marketing;" the 
new:.Servloê could : also. contrtbute to. 


making credit decisions, . e 


: :. . . The Deutsche Bank .has been -at the 
Commerzbank ' director' Herbert: ` 


last four computer fairs in Hanover, and 


savings barks hğyve also’ been..regular. 


participants... People's banks.and agri-ı 
cultural credit. cooperatives are. also 
getting together and going on the èlec- 
tronic offensive. ,:..,,.. . ٠ 
Agricultural credit ‘cooperatives: are, 
offering their customers information 


nıan motoring club, will offer its own Visa” 

linked card for DM45. 

The Society for Payment Systems had 
had its eyes on the ADAC card. 

The (traditional credit card organis- 
ations, Diners Club and American Exp- 
ress, are convinced that consumers will 
quickly discaver the weak paints of Euro- 
card and Visa and will then turn to their 
cards.: 

The Cologne-based General Associa- 
tion of the German Retail Trade and the 
German Hotel and Restaurant Associa- 
tion can see their chance here. 

A court case, instigated by. the banks, 
against their “Deutsche Kreditkarte"” and 
the hotels association, almost thwarted 
their plans. , 

Although the intention is to defend the 
complaint about (he “Deutsche Kredit 
karte" name or “DKK” for short, to the 
very highest court, it will he impossible to 
launch the card with.this name. 

Due to the court case and the concept 
behind this credit card, which is so like the 
Eurocard, the retail trade feels unsure, but 
the low commission retail traders will have 
to pay is a considerable attraction. 

The banks have made a survey of some 
of their clients. Judging by reactions every- 
one is longing to get their hands on the 
new plastic cards, 

The North Rhine-Westphalia giro bank, 
which has distributed so far 8,000 Euro- 
caris and which has now done an abouit- 
face to Visa, will distribute 100,000 of 
their cards over the next three years start¬ 
ing mid-March, each card costing DM6O0. 

Miajor banks such #s the Commerzbank 
believe they can double the number of 
their Eurocard customers. The savings 
banks plan to distribute 450,000 new Eu- 
rocards. 

This boom has not only awakened 
appetites for business but also aroused ag- 
gressions. The Society for Payment Sys- 
tems Jegiurds Visu is u "latecomer." Vist 
officials say of Eurocard: “They have just 
copied us," 

Among bankers DKK is regarded as "iı 
lid juke" because nf the simplicity of its 
concept, while retail Iraders complain of 
Eurocard nıadagers as “swindlers" be- 
cause of heir commission demands. 

This kind of scrapping between the var- 
ius credit card organisations can only be 
tO the advantage of lhe bank cıtstonter. 

Under pressure fronı the Monopolies 
Commission all bank cash. dispensers in 
ihe Federal Republic must be geared to 
accept Eurocheque cards, Eurocards and 
Visa cards equally, 

lı is only a matter of time before Ameri- 
can Express and Diners Club cards can be’ 
used at all cashpoints, 

Quarrelling about the effectiveness, 
costs anid data processing systems should 
not Interest consumers who want to pay 
with credit cards at the point of sale, ab- 
breviated to POS. 7 

As more and more customers want to 
pay with their credit card the more'super- 
market chains and shops generally will be: 
put under pressure to accommodate this 
consumer requirement, 

: Major’ banks are already making plans 
to handle êredit card business under their 
own ‘management, when:the contract with 
the Society for Payment Syslems termi- 
nates In two years” time, + 6 

Then the Society will no longer handle 
cred card turnover but the banks them- 
sûlves — a business which: begins to be- 
come profitable after 300,000 cards have 
been distributed. 7 : 


Drocgo believes i1 would be impossible: 

now.to halt the trend to credit cards.. 

He said: “I is like the change over from 

the horse to the steam engine —~ at first 
no-one wantedl that." ا‎ 

{(Kölner Sıadı-Anzeiger, 

ı1 ` ` Cologné, 4 March 1989) 


WE MONEY 


The credit-card 
society 
is on the way 


Silner Gtadtrmsciger 


he days of banknotes, coins and 

cheques are soon to come to an end 
for the Federal Republic's 4,500 banks 
and savings banks. 

If bankers have their way, this country 
will become a crêdit-card country: the 
most common means of payment will be 
the plastic card crossed by a dark magne- 
tic slripe. 

After some tough negotiating about 
concepl and price the banks and their sub- 
sidiary, the Society for Paymenı Systems, 
have agreed lo go into plastic credit cards, 
It is a form of payment not so widely used 
nis in the USA, France and Britain, for in- 
stince. 

There are about a million Eurocards in 
circulation here. The annual fee used to be 
DMI!ÛO(0 but since February this has been 
cut by DM40U, 

A Golden Eurocard has been launched 
oun the market as well, costing DMI! 30 per 
ycar, uscful for travellers and business- 
men, 

Every bank may now have its own name 
un the card and offer auxiliary benefits; 
however, ùll have abstained from taking 
1his up for the time being, . : 

The new Eurocitrds are standard ciırds 
antl have just one purpose — th extension 
of He plastic credit curd to the masses. 

About 232 million West Germans have 
for û long tine been used to paying with 
heir Eureclieque cards. According lo esti- 
miles hy the bunks there is rnont in the a 
cmmmry like the Federal Republic tor se- 
ven milliun creclit cards und the chance of 
the sale of a further five million. 

Until nuw thêre have been 984,000 Eu- 
rocards in circulation in the Federal Re- 
public. about 700,000 Anıerican Express 
cards and 3+0,0(00 Diners Club cards. ` 

Visa is the toughest competitur to the 
Eurocard umbrella organisation Master- 
card. After long, fruitless negotiations for 
a cooperation agreement German credit 
banks ignominiously gave up. ٍ 

Visa claims to have 330,000 customers, 
which the banks doubt, believing the figure. 
is more likely 270,000, 

Everyone in the-market will profit from 
the credit card boom. Jürgen Terrahe is a 
member of the Commerzbank executive. 
hoard and chairman of ihe supervisory 
board of the Society for Payment Systems. 
He believes that an additional million cus- 
lamers could be attracted to take up Euro- 
cards in 1989, 

Jan Herndrikx of Viga International 
hopes to interest a'"major group of coop- 
eraulive eredir institutions" in his Organisa- 
lion, apart from the eleven German banks. 
already involved in Visa. : 

Hendrikx is cerlain that there will be 
million Visu cards in circulation in the 
Federnl Republic by the end of the year, 
although, since the breakdown af ncgoti- 
alions with the Socicly for Payment Sys- 
tems, Visa nist convince cach’ bank indi- 
vidually of ls own advantages aid thè dis- 
nivantages ‘f the Eurocard, linked 1o 
Mastercard, و‎ 

But Visa has bad a major success. Froni 
the middle of May ADAC, the Wést Ger- 
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Hana Hartung {left} with the late Franz Josef Strauss In 


(Phen: dpa) 


an offer. His councillor OGöongenwein 
suicl: “We have ar interest in the collcc- 
tion." Bul he admitted thal “we have not 
yet seen Lhe collection, We must sec 
what the requirements are, We shoull 
be open mid frank about everything." 

Spill intends to huild a “Collectars' 
Museum" ir Stugarl. Ll is debatable 
whether \hcre would be room for the 
Hartung colleciion in this prajcci. 

I is assumed, and Ihis is undersıand- 
able, thaı Hartung wants û muscum nf 
his own works for futuret generations. 
But officials in SUUgiûurl are obviously 
sel on bringing lhe uthér Famous pic- 
lures which Hartung has 10 Suuiirl — 
pictures from Picisso 10 CDitgill. 

This is naturiully trustriing fur Ll 
venerable irlist ul hıs home in Mntiley, 
A feel lur the diplonue bb nccdul, 
pscehulsgical saphiic nion. 

ÛU shit oC bets HB Sukh about 1 
price for the Harting culkction is true 
then Spith would mm find IM wiy" Tes siy 
Nu. 

Harting would like te present é hill uf 
his collection valued allcgedly a1 DMD 
ıntllign fe the utc ul Bixlen-WUltlcm- 
berg, tnd in refurı 4ı MUSCuM wuuld bv cif“ 
fered i house the collection — certainly 
nol an inexpensive undertaking. 

f wauld cast about a tlf a willion 
deutachemarks to transfer the collection. 

Gûnnenwwein said: "A ılevd of assign- 
ment ~ noi buy them! Thal would be fan- 
taslic.” 

Spãth is now about to find out jusi how 
“fantastic” this is, Hartung is not jıtst any- 
one. 

On his 7OLlh birthday on 21 Septenther 
1979 he said: "Most artists, if {hey are 
good’ artists, give their best towards Ihe 
end of their lives." Hartung is a goad artist. 

Klaus B. Harms 
(Slutıgnrter Nachrichten, 4 March 1 YRY} 
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upen up a museum 
at Kochel am Sec for 


Hartungs collec- 
tion." He said tha 
there was serious 


consideralion given 
to the plan, three pa- 
vilions .covering . .' 
1,200 squarê mez, : 
tres, «costing DM20 
million. Hartung 
would not have bcen 
Alone at ‘Kachel aım 
See;ı there is also a 
Franz Marc Mu- 87. 

seunı there, The plan did not get very far, 
although the contracts between Strauss 
and Hartung became ever more close — 
the Bavarians gave him the Order of the 
Federal Republic of Germany which 
was presented to him in his holiday re- 
sort Grasse. 

The man who put the brakes on thie 
plan was the then Bavarian Finance 
Minister, Max Streib] (CSU). He is now 
the Prime Minisler of Bavaria. 

Leitner said that there was slill an inter- 
est in Ihe project. Science Minister Wild 
wrote a lctter along these lines to Hartung 
— lut with Strituss's death there was no 
langer anyonc in Munich who was pre- 
pared to follow Lhe plat threrugh. 

Now Lathar Spitlh has cone lang with 


' manufacturer's Or suppller's 
` address. 


` A telephone number 1s Istéd för ' | 


` each supplier. 


' 1,400 pages A4, indexed in 
. English and French. . 


` Price:.DM98.44 past free İn ... e 


` Air mall extra. 


Hartung's Third of May, 1921-22 in the style of Goya. 
TT ` (Pholo: Catalogue) 


220,000 suppliers, of.715,000 products ‘made in Ger 


uots, inciyding 9,000 {rade . 
. 5 [ 


He huilt up his collection with his 
credo: "1 like art which is something dif 
ferent to my own paintings,” : 

.In this way he acquired a collection of 


important artworks of the classical. 


moderns, apart from his own works, and 
including five sculptures by the Spanish 
artist Julio Gonzalez, .whose daughter, 
Roberta, was Hartung's first wife; 

Now, in his old age, Hartung wants .to 
place his own paintings in a museum de- 
voted to his work, a Hartung mauso- 
leum so to speak. 

How difficult it is to clo this is denton- 
strated by the snub given to collector 
Lothar-Giinther Buchheim by the Ba- 
varian Science Minister Wolfgang Wild. 
Buchheim wants to house lıis important 
collection of artwarks in a “Buchheinı 
Muscuın" on lhe Starnberger See. 

Two years ago the Munich art-dealer 
Rolf Kallenberg, .one of Hariung's 
friencls, called at the Bavarian Chancell- 
ery, to offer the Bavarian state Har- 
tungî’s collection: or more accurately a 
half of his collection, the artist wants to 
bequeath the other half to France, his 
sccond home, 

The Bavarians were interersted, par- 
ticularly Franz .Josef Strauss and his 

then intimate friend, Renate Piller. 

Ronald Leitner uf the Bavarian 
Chancellery said: "There was a plan tu 


ت ا 
1 


5 


Who manütactures what? 5. 


‘Find suppliers and products, . 
send for qiotations, compare ' 
prices, track down special ' 
sources of SUpply, cut oosts by 
‘buying at lower prices. 


This Is a reference work gvely . : 


buying department should have . . 
at the ready... ..:. ..... | 


‘Easy to use, just like a 
encyclopaedia: "' ‘i: 


hod : 
. Mèrks, are, arranged. 
ip hsbelically, corplotê with 
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.HMTHEARTS 
-ı From doodlingesque to tachisme: 
`: ` ahome wanted for a collection 


Lothar SpAth, Prime Minister of Baden- 
Wirttemberg, regularly hits the headû- 
lines with arts projects. His latest idea is 
to assemble .a collection of paintings by 
Hans Hartung, a pioneer of action palni-. 
ing. Experts estimate that the Hartung 
collection is worth DMI400 nillion, Har- 
tung İş now 84 and.lives in Antibes, sur: 
rounded by۰200 paintings —~ not all of 
them his own. : 


hen.I was young I boughi a few 

paintings, a Corinth, a Nolde, n. 
Kokoschka,. Later I acquired a beautiful 
Picasso and a Soulages," Hans Hartung 
recalled. : 

He was born in Leipzig in 1904. In 
the [920s Nolde and Kokoschka were 
the expressionistic hase from which he 
developed his painting ~ a pure, tender, 
“psyclic" abstract art, 

His earlier doodlingesque pictures 
were {he origins of what later became 
tachisme; his pictorial attempt to bring 
aesthetic order to chaos made hiin a 
forerunner of “action painting." : 

His paintings hang today in galleries 
in Munich, Darmstadt and Paris. All 
over the world galleries have, over the 
paşt few yeurs, put on exhibitions of the 
works of the pioncer df the psychogrann, 
wha was awarded the prize dat the [¥60 

Bicunale in Venice. 

Anyone in Sluttgarît who wants {o sec 
Haring's work musl climb into 1he 
ercroins of the Slaisgaleric, wher 
the grill-painting 7T 1946, Prison, ac- 
quired în 1/63, is slored hy the gallery's 
directur Peter Beye, or lo Nürtitgen lu 
the collection of OUlumiır Dantinck. 

Hurtung was labelled by the Niüzis us 
"degenerate." He emigriled to France in 

1935 and joined the Forcign Legion. 
fighting for the French at Belfort, where 
he lost a leg. 

With his second wif¢, the Norwegian 
painter Anne-Eyva Bergmann, Hurtung 
moved to an idyllic spoı at Antibes on 
the Cöte Azur in 1972. 

He now lives alone in a wheelchair 
amidst a pack of huge dogs. surrounded 
by his paintings. (His wife died after hbe- 
ing attacked by one of the dogs last 
year) 

Hartung"s collection is regarded as a 


goldmine. He exchanged paintings-with - 


his world-famous artist friends — Picas-= 
so, Chagall, Rohlfs, Braque, Lhate and 
others, e 


inka i 0 


.  Frzougnisse. ..; 
: „Made in Germany’ . 
.. und hre Hersteller, . 


2 1 
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(Phoatu: Cab... 


she early on realised the desperalen: 
of her woning of Clara. 

in the end she not only gave up! 
friendship but also thie hope of any ink 
pendence, such as Clara had fowl 
Paula was manifestly not prepared lo: 
it alone as a woman. 

Paula Modersohn-Becker’"s later 
partriils spanncd those developmer 
stages in which she found finally be 
uwn Powers uf expression. 

She painted many self-portraits in 
diilicult years 1YU6/1Y07, In her wil 
on the other hand, she becantce mort? 
more withdlriwn, ds it she iid grad 
founel her true Jorn of expression, 

The self-portrail, dune on the oth ar 


. niversary of her marriage, shows herse’ 


mi-nude. She is pregnant. The hody r 
displayed as a tender, precious recep 
cle. nat only for the bearing of childree 
but for art. : 

The paradox is the solitariness ol lk 
in which she was left witlı her longing. 

Other semi-nude piclures follows! 
studies for û bold self-portrait OF 
pletely nude, 5 

This was an innovation in the hislo 
Of arl: ù WoOMAGn’ HOL AS an objeel e 
cally idealised by the male, but a wow 
who has male herself the subject of} 
creation, using her own being and 
own corporealily. 

This corresponds lo whut she sad 
about the same lime n û letter {o Rain 
Maria Rilkc: "I am 1." 

Paula Mocdlersohn-Becker was # 
only emancipated in her person but 3 
in her aesthetic demands. She (rave 
the standards of malg,art Iq her self 
traits. She has had’ an influence’ gf 
periocl and on art. in (he 0 
pninters have latched ön to et 
they have used their boclies as a medi 
of expression ...' ii 

American . writer dnd jemi 
Adrienne Rich wrote, a poem abou 
friendship between Paula Becker 


«Clara Westhoff, visualising the 
. Paula Madersohi-Becker became Î ٤ 
garded as a pioneer, she, who looked 
earnestly for female examples to follo® ¥ 


ture solidarity of women artists. 


In her pictures she intimately 5 


.. With us the female experiences o 
and death, crgation and transgressidW, f 


İn thiş way she şuçcessfully balft 
out’the contradictions and open 
new patfi for a female view of aestlé 

Barbara von Bechtolsht 


{(General-Anzciger, Bonn, 1.1 Ma‏ ر 
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portraits, how she 

tried to achieve a un- 

ity in herself, ta re- : 
solve an extreme 
craving in the artistic 

figure. She sel her- 

self a goal, perhaps .' :: 
because she lacked : |, 
recognition in her 

life. Her husband 

was a person whose.. 
respect she particu- 

larly valued. There 

are many unsettling ... 
entries in Her diary '*- 


about him though, ::. ai 
He deplored tha i Es, tu 
Paula “hated the '' ‘Fuge: 
conventional,” ‘and ' ا‎ 3 
did everything “rath- . gê REG: 


n N A i 


er in an angular, ug- Who am |? 


ly. bizarre, wooden 
way.” He said that . 
she painted “hands like. spoons, noses 
like beaks, mouths like wounds, expres- 
sions cretinously." And she also did not 
take advice. : 

Paula longed to explore new arlistic 
possibilities. She wanted to measure her 
own artistic cuurse ngainsı that taken by 
others, and for that she needed support. 

There was no-one to give her this 
support, not in Paris nor Worpswede. 
There was also no specific female tradi- 
tion to which she could huve turned. 

She regarded herself as fortuniuc thal 
her teacher at the Berlin Sehool uf 
Painting and Drawing was Jeunne 
Bauck. The fundamentals of her ap- 
proach to urt and her self-confident ap- 
pearance impressed Paula considerably. 

Ohyviously it was nol easy for her lo 
meet women in life with whom she 
could identity. [ ا‎ 

She read the diary of the Russian art: 
ist Maria Bashkirtseff (1860-1884), 
There she.came across the expression 
“sister soul," which became'a perfect cx- 
ample of an understanding of peoplc. 

Her longing for such a sisterly rela- 
tionship was fulfilled best of all in her 
friendship with Clara Rilkce-Wesıholl, 
Paula felt drawn to her, whom she mel 
“in sweet dreams." , 

This friendship between {he.two art- 
ists was a source of cncouragcmenl ancl 
crealivc energy for Paula. 

Her letters and diaries revehl how sl 
had fought for this friendship, and how 


it Is not surprising (hen that Paula fi- 
naily took the path her mother had 
shown her. : 

After her courageous attempt to find 
freedom in nıarriage, following her 
mother’s exampie, she sought suppori 
from her husband and in motherhood. 

The tragedy of her destiny was that at 
the focal point of this role, at the birth 
of her first child, awaited with such 
longing, she had to die at the age of 31. 

Paris was her first encounter with a 
foreign world, and she was constantly 
drawn towards Paris from then on. 

She needed the réfreshing stimulation 
of Paris: this'was just as essential to her 
life as her links to Worpswede, ‘ 

It is not Surprising then that she 
found herself electrified by Paris bul at 
the snmıe line made to feel insecure. 

Painting her self-portrait might well 
havè been an attempt to orient herself in 
a world far from her’ father's rule, re- 
maining true to herself even through she 
hacl crassed over a frontier. 

In the self-portrait she found a (lra- 
matic ‘nıeans of examining in detail the 
question: who anı Î and whom shall I he- 
cone? N : 

Time and lime again in her letters ancl 
diaries there is the affirmation that som- 
ething will come out of her, that she will 
produce something trom the path she 
has herself chosen lo go along. 

In her self-portraits she examined 
whether she had remaincd rue to this. 
There is a resolute, concentrated gravity 
in all her self-portraits, The glance is the 
vivid centre of the person, who coun- 
quers her world with her eyes. 

There is also scepticism, with which 
she regards with appropriate restrainı 
her difficult role as an artist. 

Even as a child she did nal fcel she 
was understood, her artistic will was no1 
recognised. 

There is in her self-portrayals a sup- 
pressed sadness, as if she knew how 
ransitory her life was, and life generally 
— a thought which appears early in her 


Her will to [ive seemed strengthened 


by the self-portraits, as for example in 


the self-portrait painted agairist - blos- 

soming trees, dating from 1902, 
Although this picture is charming and 

appealing, there is nothing vain or cöm- 


plaisant in it. 
. Rather it shows, as in the other self- 


with others than the CDU/CSU and not 
disregard them even though il mighi 
teem tactically advisablê to do.so. °" 

In foreign affairs, from visas to dis- 
armament, nol to mention relations 
with Poland, on a wide range of domes- 
tic and legal issues, from demonsir- 
ations and abortion to getting on with 
foreign residents, the FDP has much 
more ii common with the SPD than 
with the CDU/CSU. 


' This İs a fact it cannot conceal fron! - 


potential conservative supporters, No 
jess a Free Democrat than Count 
ا‎ ls felt to represent the 
aissez faire economic wing of the Free 
Democrats, iš on record as having said: 

“*I-have always said, long before } 
$tood for party leader, that the FDP 


must not degenerate into a party of bu-.... 


siness interests — and those were my ex- 
act words. Udo Bergdoll 


(Süiddeutsche Zeitung, Miunlch, $ Mareh 1989) . 


Contlnued from page 3 


„issue for the Bonh coalition, For Count 


Wi EXHIBITIONS 


The making of a personality, an 


artist and a woman as well 


ne . 3 . 1 
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CEC rossing frontiers of one kind or an- 
other characitcrised Paula Moder- 
sohn-Bccker's whole life. 

She had lo surmount the limitations 
imposed on her ns a woman, the limil- 
ations in her role aS woman in middle- 


class saciely at the turn of the century, 


` diary. 


: Lambsdorff this may not be the case. , 


The strategy debate within thê. FDP 
was certainly nat made An¥lests heatêd 
by Count Lambsdorfî's views on'short- 
range. missile , “modernisation” as 


.Yoiced in, a recent"interview with’ the 
. Hamburg newsweekly Der Spiegel, :.:.. 


He drew such subtle distinctions 
that İt was virtually impossiblé to infer 
what Views, if any, he holds on the sub- 
ject. Docs he want to pacify the CDU/ 
CSU or is he really keen on-taking over; 
from Herr Genscher at the Foreign Of- 
lice? E 

If tie FDP is to survive time and tidèl 
as Herr Genscher pls it, it must nall its 
colours {o the mast. No-one cah fOrcé it 
to SHY now who it will throw in its lot 
with after next year’s general election. | 

But if it is to hold distinct views of its 


‘own it mukt'acknûowledge views shared 


ta master her arl. 

She also lıad to break away from the li- 
mitations of Worpswede (an, art colony 
near Bremen, established in |889} and the 
artistic circles there lo live a free life in Pa- 
tis and get to Kov nıodern art. And final- 
ly she had (o overcame the lines dividing 
the !Yth und 20th centuries, 

The houndary, the rupture cut 
ihrough her personalily as. a painter 
even, as well as her being as 1 woman 
incl an artist. کے‎ 

«This problem has only been de- 
scribed analytically and questioned in 
lhe new women's movement of the 
1970s, but Paula Modersohn-Becker 
recorded in those years, in her work ax 
an artisl und in her leers and diaries, 
that she was aware of this incompatibil- 
ily. thal she wits onc of the pioneers of a 
woman's rigin Lo live her ow life, 

An exhibition is being mounted in 
Worpswetle tu celebrite the art colony's 
LOULh anniversary. This exhibition will 
shew (starting oun IS Mirch) just how 
cxtensive her work was despite her carly 
death. 

When we look at her pictures we see 
these frontiers, boundaries and limit- 
ilions. which passed through the very 
centre of her heing. 

An Individual identity in terms of liv- 
ing and art was not (yet) possible, This 
rupture is particularly noticeable ia her 
self-portraits, 


Take, for example, her self-portrait 


done in Paris in 1900. On New Year's 
Eve 1899 she broke away from the se- 
curity of her family and the tranquillity 
of Worpswcde to give herself up to the 
frce life and the artistic stimulation of 
Paris — following the example.of her 
friend, the sculptress Clara Rilke-West- 
hoff. ET 
This was the first turning point ih her 
life and traces of it can be seen in this 
sclf-partrait. و‎ ۰ 
She was born in Dresden in 1876, 
Her family was upper-class: her father 
cxtremely patriarchal, her mother pro- 
tective and full of drive. 2 
She was given painting lessons when 
she was 16 and in London. She continu 
cd her studies in Bremen: her family had 
maved there in the meantime, . 


She was forced by her father to finish '. 


her examinations to be a tencher $o that 
she could he financially independent. If 
dil not secm conceivable that the art 
preduced hy a woman could offer any 
Buitranlce of ar income. 

Paula's mother ‘supported her qcl- ' 
ively and omutiunally. She did this per- 
haps hecause she had lived all her life in 
ıe service of her family and nurtured 
the hope that she would find a kind of 
freedom through her children, 

She „was a constanlly dependable 
companion to Paula, but not the model 
of a maclern woman who has decided to 
lead her own lift. 1 . 


r. 
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New method of 
testing food 
for insecticide 


Hir care fonds suclı as cod liver oil 
have been shown by an analytic tech- 
nique newly devised in Kassel to contain 
alarmingly large traces of insecticide, 

The technique was specially deve- 
loped to identify in foodstuffs traces of 
an insecticide consisting of a wide range 
of chemical compounds. 

Toxaphen, used mainly to fight the 
boll weevil, is a chlorinated hydrocar- 
bon like DDT or Lindan. They are 
chenıically stable and only slowly, if at 
all, biodegradable. 

So thêy are problematic when’ en- 
riched in the food cycle and stored in 
fatty tissue. : 

Unlike DDT, whiıich is a single cliemi- 
cal substance, Tuxaphen consists of 1 81) 
compounds, which has made 1 extreme- 
ly difficult to trice hy chemical analysis. 

Professor Tlarun Parlar unl his fel- 
low-chemisls and environmental che- 
mists dl Kassel Universily of Technol- 
ogy have devised {lic first unulytic tecl- 
nique hy which Toxapben traces in foud 
sanıples can be quantified. 

Substunces similar te the compaoncnls 
sought are first scparaled by silica gul. 
Ultraviolet radiation then photoclcemi- 
cally removes enriched chlorine atan. 

The remaining suhstunces cun then 
be idemMifiecd and quantified. 

Regular unalysis of Food samples has 
resulted in Findings that arc surprising. 
to suy the least. 

Fish products anl cod liver uil. espe» 
cally iu he Capaule birn ld as hralh 
care products, were found tu contain 
traces nf Toxaphen sufficient to poac a 
health hazard if regularly taken. 

The Toxaphen cuunt in fvod sanıples 
from the Federal Republic of Germany 
(10 parts per billion for butter and lard, 
three parts per billion for whole milk 
powder) was only just identifiable. 

Polychlorphenyl counts were found 
to be higher. Toxaphen was not clearly 
identified in Italian olive oil or French 
walnut oil. 

But Toxaphen counts of 3 parls per 
billion in Rumanian soft cheesc and 200 
parts per billion in Russian caviar indic- 
ate that the insecticide is more widely 
used in the East bloc, 

Fish and fish products are the most 
heavily polluted. {celandic cod liver oil 
was found to contain between 5.8 and 
.7.1 parts per million. 

A cod liver oil sample from Canada 
contained 27 parts per million, 

Cod liver oil, lhe fairly unpleasant 
taste of which many will remember from 
childhood, is frequently sold in capsule 
form as a hêalth food additive in view of 
its vitamin arld polyunsaturated fatiy 
acid counts. «+ 2 

The Kassel] chemists found Toxaphen 
traces of 6.5 parts per million in cod liv- 
er oil capsules, 6.2 parts per million in 
halibut liver oil capsules and 1.2: parts 
per million‘in salmon oil capsules 
plus Varying counts of polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCB), . ..: . 

«A. dally intake of three 270-milligram 
capsules'of cod Hver. oil, Profeşsor. Par- 

lar says, will amount to a monthly. intake 
of 0,16 milligrams of Toxaphen.... 

Fish products apart, he felt Europear 
foodstuffs posed strictly. lmited health 

.hnzards.. 4 ٠ i NS ۽“‎ a 
ı:. Findings!are less reassuring in .coun- 
{ries where.cottan is traditionally an im- 
portant crop.  ... , si. ce ou 
` . [Norwest Zellung, Oldenbutg, & March 1989) 
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identifiable symptoms ~~ except under 
strain, such as during pregnancy. 

On balance vegetarians seem to be 
healthier than non-vegetarians, Both 
groups were asked to fill in a question- 
naire asking whether they had ever suf- 
fered from symptoms of specific com- 
plaints. ا‎ 

Only 48 per cent of vegetarian 
women, as against 27 per cent of non- 
vegetarians, had been told they had 
high blood pressure, The correspond- 
ing figures For men were 13,5 and 24.3 
per cent. 1 : 

Only 17.2 per .cent of vegetarian 
women, as against nearly 3Û per cent 
of non-vegetarians, had been told they 
showed signs of circulation trouble. 
The figures for men were 2.6 and .[ 5.8 
per cent respectively. 

Vegeturians menlioned discases of 
the joints,.the stomach and intestines 
much less frequently than meat-eaters, 

Their higher intake of roughage was 
again şhowıı to have a beneficial effect 
on the kidncy and gall-bladder. 

Other findings indicated şubstantial 
differences where diet-related cancer 
was concerned, 

As far fewer vegetarians smoke, anl 
fewer drink alcohol, than non-vegctar= 
iauns do, other cancer and coronary risk 
factors don't apply cither. 

Vegelarians morc frequently go in for 
sport, preferring medilation and breathing 
exercises, water cures and sauna baths tu 
physical exercise as such. 

They also fast more often — even 
1houglı (hey hardly need to do su. 

Their outlook on consumption and 
luxury goods ix almost nıissionary. They 
often buy fruit and vegctablcs, and even 
their polalocs, in heallhfocd stores, and 
classify wine as an alcoholic drink to be 
avoided. 

French xulseys hate tailed lo Conlirnı 
that this attitude has a beneficial effect 
on their health. 

So the only conclusion to be reached 
from the Berlin survey is thut we would 
all do well to revert to a mixed but bal- 
anced dict in which meat is more of an 
extra {han the focal point of the meal. 

Renate Kingma 
(Frankfurter Rundschau, 25 Fehruary l1 RY) 
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Survey looks at effects 
ofa meat-free diet 


vey provide imporlant pointers to the 
inıportance for health of a low-meat 
diet. 2 

Vegetarians, ‘for instance, have a 
lower calorie intake than non-vegetar- 
iang on balance and have little difficul- 
ty in keeping to thelr “ideal” weight: 

` Non-vegetarians, İn contrast, even 
those who take care to eat a balanced 
healthfood diet, must make do with 
their "normal" weiglit. 

Bath groups consume roughly equal 
amiounts of fat, but it has û less marked 
effect on vegetarians because of their 
different eating habits. 

Male vegetarians consume on aver- 
age seven grams more polyunsaturated 
fally acids per day than non-vegctar- 
ians. The corresponding figure for 
women is three grams. 

They also have a markedly lower 
cholesterol intake than meat-eater's. 
Seventy-one per cent of them stay be- 
low the recommended ceiling of 200 
milligrams of cholsterol per decilitre of 
blood. 

This is true of only 45 per cent of 
health-conscious carnivores, Vegetar- 
ians' blood pressure and weight are al- 
so markedly below the national aver- 
dgue. 

Vegetarians were, however, found to 
have a much lower vitamin B,, count 
than non-vegetarians; this bore out the 
findings of other surveys. 

Vitamin B,» counts were found 10 he 
helow the critical level in Ih per CEM 
of male and !İ per cent of female vege- 
tarians. 

That is why a strict vegetarian diet is 
not advisable for pregnant women and 
breast-feeding mothers — or, for that 
matter, for babies and infants, 

Vegetarians’ iron counts were like- 
wise found to be lower than the recom- 
mended levels, but seldom caused 


e E 
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VV fe tarian diets have been favoured 
by famoıs men since the days of 
classical antiquity. Socrates, Plato and 
Pythagoras, for instance, were all con- 


vinced vegetarians. - ر‎ 
; Yet.publie opinion continues to see 


.vegetarians as joyless sectarians, which 


may be why researchers have repea- 
tedly sought to arrive at scientific cri- 
teria by which to judge how healthy a 
vegetarian diet is. 

Professor Helmut Rotlka has now 
presented the findings of a five-year 
survey commissioned by the Federal 
Health Office, Berlin. 

The “Berlin Vegetarian Survey” 
lakes a closer look at the health benef- 


„its, variously outlined in scientific li- 


leralure, of a meatless diet in the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany. 
Seventy-two men and women iged 
over 18 were investigated, All had 
lived for at least five years on either 4 


strict vegelarian or — thé control 
group — a non-vegetarian heallhfood 
diet. 


The vegetarians included several ve- 
guns (who don't cat milk or eggs either) 
and a numbcr of people who ate meal, 
fish, poultry, ham or bacon only once a 
marth. aay. 

lı terms of sex or occupation the 
iwo groups — vegetarians and non- 
vegetarian healthfooders — were nure 
or less balanced. 

But the vegetarians includtd more 
self-employed and wage-earners and 
fewer salary-earners and civil servants 
than the non-vegetarians. 

The findings of this long-term vur- 


Don’t turn up your nose: more 


of garlic’s secrets exposed 


why garlic capsule manufacturers have 
called on the Federal Health Office, 
Berlin, to specify standard garlic ingre- 
dient counts, especially for alliin and al- 
licin, 

Capsules have come into their own 
because few people relish chewing gar- 
lic raw, "People in the Federal Republic 
don't like the smell," said pharmaceuti- 
cal specialist Rolf-Dieker Aya. . 


`` That was why.roughly 20-:million cap 


sules a day were taken. The smell of 
fresh garlic. could be reduced by drink- 
ing milk .arid chewing parsley,. coffee 
beans and chervil, 
‘But there was nothing that could real- 
ly.be‘done to ‘counteract garlic exuded 
‘by the lungs’ and skin: 
The experts were convinced that. gar- 
lic, which haş been.a crop plant: for 
thousands of years, aşpecially in. China, 
slİH has many surprises in store, ٠ 
“By,no means all agents and .ingre- 
ıdients. have.-begn .analysed," Professor 
Sprecher said. . .: . 1. e | 
.. Garlic's.selentific reputation has.only 
‘recently been ‘reinforçed by ıexperimen+ 
‘tal.proof of the traditlonal claim that it 
keeps bacteria and fungi at bay... dpa , 
` (Hannoversche Allgemelne, 25 February 1989) 
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duced by taking high-grade garlic cap- 
sules," said Holger Kiesewetter of the 
University of the Saar. 
, Dr Kiesewetter has carried out three 
pilot, projects proving that. garlic helps 
to dissolve blood clats. 
Modern garlic research.,is also con- 
cerned with the use of garlic capsules to 
regulate..blood pressure. Dr Edzard 
,Ernst of Munich University's depart- 
ment .of physical medicine briefed the 
symposium on the results of a low-calo- 
rie diet combined with a daily intake of 
,600 milligrams of powdered garlic, ,;.. 
High cholestero] :counts werg. re- 
duced, he said. So was blood pressure. 
.." Professor’ Ewald. Sprecher . from 
Hamburg said:.“The. positive effecls on 
certain sectors in.prevenlion of arterin- 
sclerosis have. been proven. Garlio was 
used:not to reduce blood: pressure but 
onlyıas an ancillary medication.” 
' The .effect::always depended on the 
.quality..of the garlic ‘used, which was 


Fox lore has it that if two people — 
one a garlic-eater, the other not — 
share a bed, the latter will steadily dec- 
line anû die. . 

Another proverb has it that to give 
away the last bulb, let alone clove, of 
garlic in the house will bring bad luck on 
the giver, 1 

Garlic stems burnt in the garden are 
said to keep caterpillars at bay. Plaits of 
garlic hung round horses’ necks are said 
to keep the evil eye at bay, .. 

Last but not least, the little people at 
„lhe bottom of your garden will go away 
if you serve them milk laced with garlic, 

For centuries garlic has been said .to 
cure gallstones, rickets and limbago. 

Herodotus said Ancient Egyptian 
Priests spent 1,600 talenis of silver, or 
roughly DM7.5m, on garlic and onions 
to keep the workmen who built Pharaoh 
Cheops's pyramid fiealthy, | 

În the Middle Ağes St Hildegard used 
,Barlic to treat jaundice, while Paracelsus 
.Tecommerided ts uge to keep the plague 
ا‎ 

At an intetnatlonal garlic symposium 
held in Liüngburg 80 experts from all 
.'OVer the 'wörid Gompared notés and re- 
.Search fihdiigs on the 1989 *mediciial 
Plant ûf the yêar"' e 

It was said’ to make the blûod flow 
. Detter and improve the supply 'of tssëii- 
tial oxygen tö all parts of the body. . 

“The-risk pf a heart attack, a stroke 
and blood vessel upsets can thus be re- 


.ر 
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emission control. They Sti’ are 

neither is likely lo change its mind * 

years uhead. In Franc, for instance 

lution-controlled cars enjoy no nC 

whatever: unleaded fuc! casts a i 

lilre more than leaded. ۴ 

In Britain hopes ure sel on dêvelgr 
an engine that will comply with USer 
sion regulations without needing a o, 
ytic converter to filter toxins ou fi 
exhaust fumes, 

Bult this engine cannot Possibly gı 
lo series production before (hê ef, 
lhe century. And "lean" engines 8 
Japan need catalytic CONVCFICTS firey) 
US standards. 

Sa Professor Têpfer is out onal 
in the European Community, anl, 
lacks a clear policy concept, as m, 
manufacturers huve been quick | 
nate. 

“Fine words mustn't be allowed 
destroy all the goodwill," ays a spoke 
man for the German motor mranufacr: 
ers" ussociution. 

The Federal government may adyvi 
Germans to buy cat Cars, Dut tax ince 
tives 1O do so have been set aside per! 
ing a ruling by the European Court 
Justice on whether they are in kerry 
with Community law: 

Yet without tax incentives fes cı 
OWNETS dre'going to have their carte: 
verted. Fine worels about the envi 
ment are all well and good, hut ther 
is what counts, in the final dnalysis. 

Even if Professor Têpfer can ¢ 
vince German carmakers to sell onku 
models in the Federal Republic f: 
I941. he will he unlikely lo meet r: 
much guodwill from importers. 

Imports aevount for 38 per cent: 
cumpiactls ind small cars (uf up 
l.{UUce) sold. as iguinst 22 per crt’ 
Gerntiin cars in this category bovugt 
the Federal Republic. 

That is whyY Ci cits muhe ip 
meagre 2Û pur cent ul umports, allo, 
their share is slowly ineteitsiny. 

Importers dire understandably relutt 
tnt (O Commit themselves on the sal 
prospects for cat cars at this endl oflk 
market, 

“We musl wait and sce," they sf 
“whether they are iccepicd by carb! 
crs wha dûre usually very price 
scious in this section of the market." 

Witther Wuttkt 
(Rheinkcher Merkur ‘hi ist und A 
Hunn, 3 March I! 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


MW THE ENVIRONMENT 


Tougher rules on vehicle 
exhaust emissions mooted 


and German motorists find thenı Any- 


thing but reassuring. Baden-Württen- 
berg, for instance, has seriously suggest- 
ed an autobahn speed limit of 1Û00kph 
for pollution "offenders" with cat cars 
being exempted — and allowed to drive 
at any speed they like. 

The great minds who dreamt up this 
idea cannot have devoted much thought 
to road safety. 

The Federal Transport Ministry has 
suggested issuing cat cars with Jistinc- 
tive number plates — is an uceolade for 
the pollution-conscious nnd a stigma for 
pollution “offenders.” 

The Federal Environment Ministry 
has considered proposing a road tax, 1o 
be raised throughout the European 
Community, based on vehicle emission 
rather than engine size, horse power or 
any other criterion. 

This labyrinth of ideas and proposals 
has been a traditional feature of the vehi- 
cle emission debate, Diesel-owners in 
Particular know to their cost how fast û 
reputation for environmental cleanliness 
can deteriorate into the stigma of envi- 
ronmental squalur, 

Diesel-enğined cars were initially classi= 
fied as low-pollution and road liıx-exempI- 
ed as an incentive, Those were the days. 

They have now been pilloried fur par- 
ticle emission that is said to cause cıp- 
cer. Their lax exemplion has heen 
waived and replaced by ıı higher, penal 
rate of road tax. 

A sîmilar fate may lie in store fur ears 
thal were initially classified as low-pollu- 
lon bul meet the unexacting Europeiut 
Conmunity requirements without i1 eiı- 
talytic converter, 

Twice the Bonn government his been in 
a position tö insist on stricter emission 
ceilings in the European Community. The 
Federal Republic is, after all, both the lar- 
gest motor Iınanufacturer and the largest 
motor market in the Community. 

But on both occasions other members 
have refused point-blank to play ball. 
Britain and France have been particular- 
JY reluctant to toe the German line on 


Ozone layer: Europe moves 


letrand of Francé Is nol to be oid 
hy the “Iron Lady" of 10, Down 
Sireel, ٠ 
Both have hosted recent internals! 
conferences; in London and The AF 
on the ozone layer. Ê 
Destruction of the ozone gic 
gases is by no meuns the sole cause of 
higher mean surface temperalurts & 
which scientists point a watning finer: 
Static and vehicle emission’ O. 


. Particles'from industrial aid powers. 


tion smokestacks and vehicle exh 
are also to blame, as is destruction, 
the tropical rain forests. 
So there may yet be hopes of E#? 
pean Community Envirfûnment Minis’ 
“miraculously” appreciating ~ and aa; 
on ~ other aspects-of the prûblem.  ; 
Eventually all industrialised. count: 


: might çome to appreciate the probl#; 


ای 


faced by the Third World, at least Wf 
tropical rain forest .destructiori i8 
cerned, and heed these warnings td .: 

. (Frankfurler Rundschan, 7 Marci" : 


to cut CFC production 


O EE warnings about the threil 
to the ozone layer hive finally heen 
heeded by politicians. European Coun- 
„munity Environment Ministers have 


| + agfeed, almost surprisingly, on a gradu- 


al phase-out of CFC, or chlorofluoro- 
carbons, by the end of the centu ty. 

, They have agreed to aim at a worlçl- 
wide ban on the spraycan gas that has 
been identified gs largely .to blame for 
punching a hole into the earth’ş ozono- . 
sphere. ' Fi 

Only. last year international agree 

: ment was arduouşly reached to halve : 
CFC production from January 1989, ' 

; but the international convention is not : 

! yet in force in all producer countries." 

| , Yet for some time there’ have béen ` 

' signs that countries which had tended to 

i drag their feet on this issue were chang- ! 

I ing their minds, 

ı Britain's ‘Margaret Thatcher has 
grasped the opportunity of championing 
the case of ‘saving the wotld from the 


. “greenhouse effect" and. President Mit- 


Bonn Environment Minister Klaus 
Töpfer feels this is not enough, especially 
as nitric oxide pollution, one cause of the 
acid rain that has wrought havoc on Ger- 


man forests, is on the increase and has: 


failed to decline, as theoretically ex pected. 
Professor Töpfer, a university econo- 
mist, plans to go it alone and make catal- 
ytic converters mandatory for all new 
cars in Germany unless the situation im- 
proves. 
This move, envisaged from 1991, may 


„ Mot be in keeping with. European Conı- 


munity law so shortly before the single 
internal market deadline but, as a Minis- 
(ry spokeswoman puts it, “we should just 
lave to see." 

In (wo years’ time the environment 
policy compromise on pollution control 
of compact cars agreed last autumn is 
due lo be reqppraised. 

Last aulumn Bunn failed again tu pre- 
vail on other Community countries to 
dCcept ils ideas on pollution control, The 
French in particular were opposed to 
lower pollution ceilings and threatened 
to styımic the entire conıpromise. 

ln resurreeting the vehicle emission 
debate the Federal government has run 
the risk of making car-buyers feel unsure 
where they stand. 

Hardly a weekend now passes without 
some new idea or other being mooted on 
how lo ensure thut tll motorists switeh [go 
catalytic converters, 

These proposals make headline ews, 


precipitation, 
conditions and frequency 


on climate, 


ndispensable for daily use in 


PP., DM 24.K(E 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


: glance tables in these 
works. They include details of air and water temperature, ا‎ 


humidity, sunshine, physical siress of climate, wind 
of thunderstorms, 


years are invaluable both for planning journeys 7 
to distant countries and (or scientific research. 


cauntry in the world form a pref 
tables. The emphasis is on the couniry’s natural statistics, ا‎ 
papulation, trade and transport. 
The guides are handy in size and flexibly bound, i 
. commerce, industry and the travel trade. 


Four volurnes are available: 


North and South America, 172 


240 pp., DM 24.80; 
Afrlea, 130 pp., DM 2180: 
Europe/USSR, 240 Pp.. DM 24.80 
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GT motorists have without ques- 

tion been the most pollution-con- 
scious in Western Europe ever since Eu- 
ropean Community Environment Minis- 
ters agrecd to endorse pollution-con- 
trolled cars over five years ago. 

Cars with catalyllç converters (and 
other low-pollution models) have been 
more popular in ihe Federal Republic of 
Germany than anywhere else in the 
Common Market, 

Even so, the Bonn government would 
like to see them even more pollution- 
conscious, Better late than never, the 
Federal government now acknowledges 
a shortcoming critics of the European 
Communily vehicle emission compro- 
mise have constantly pilloried, 

Statistics may show that the majority 
of cars newly registered in Germany are 
pollulion-controlled, but most owe this 
accolide more to the feeble compromise 
reached in Brussels than to any genuine 
reduction in the toxin count of their ex- 
haust fumes, . 

It was a compromise to which the Fed- 
eral government had.no choice but Io 
ağree, hul the levels agreed are often so 
low that they can be reached by fairly 
simple technical means, . 

Even ınudlels that have been markete 
[or decukles comply in some cases with 
European Community vehicle emission 
reBUlutions, ۱ 

The threc-way catalytic converter, 
which is the only really cffective means 
ef pollution control, has been fitted ta a 
mere friction of the new cars thal cualify 
ı5 pullurion-controlled in the Europcan 
Contmunity, 

A mere six per cent, or I.Rm of 2m 
private cars in the Federal Republic, 
cumply with US pollution regulations, 
which ciın only be met with the aid af 
catalytic converter. 


Supplied the data arranged in see-at-a- 


These figures compiled over the 


Basic Facls and figures for every 


Asla/Australla, 


Look it up in Brockhaus 
F. A. Brockhaus, Postfach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden 1 
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Practlsing caring Instead of killing. 
(Phat: Sven Simon} 


was "just as much graft as being a soldi- 
er." 

He said hut there were “skives" even 
in the armed forces, "and quile a Few." 
Robert slaves uway 40 huur a week, 
like his S0000 objector colleiugues. 

Abou seven pur cent of young len 
in communily service work in the so- 
cial services. 

Objectors have yuickly guincd the 
confidence of the public. Their public 
image is good. 

Everyone Knows ùl least une yung 
man who is in community servicê who 
looks after an aunl or u neighbour with 
dediciultiun. 

Kirl Groseh is himself in u wheel- 
clair and is chûiiman of the sucicly ul 
invalicls und theh tricnds in Drcicich. 
ncar Frankturt. He sial that Iherr were 
nu holler YuUUDNE NLN ANYWNhCTrL. 

Bul ilon JVYÎî uuw ads thcıc will 
not he so miny. The Bundeswehr Ihen 
MCCS very Nin it Cih LEL Hol Û13 all- 
lherisel streuauth. 

For some ime the generals hase 
warued ıhal Ihe armed teres ire 
bIceding to cath. They dceminnd lunuli- 
mental pulitical loretherughl. 

Bundeswehr ialcgists ure dls hiav- 
ing tu think aboul how to keep rhe shin 
uff the racks. The armed furces must 
hav a new image. 

For lhis reûson advertising for rec- 
ruits is ecınphiusising more und more lhe 
oppartunities for sport, of enjoying, life 
to the full with leisure and adventure in 
ihe armed forces. 

The advertising is aimed primarily at 
bright young men. They are in demand. 
Technology freaks have wonderful op- 

portunities of a good job in one of the 
most modern armies of the world. 

Guido, 20, and a newly qualified 
electronics technician, is an aeroplane 

fan, He has been thinking whether he 
could, as a “genuine pacifist," go into 
the Bundeswehr? : 7 
+; He-has decided for the Burdeswehr 
f he iş posted to the military airfield at 
. Wahn, near Cologne. E 

He smiled, embarrassed. His girl- 
friend has & room nearby to cheer him 
up. The money's rolling in, There is no 
timc for sentimenlality. e 

Furthermore tfie people a1 the local 
` alternative national. service office 
“were very nice. NO trace: of Square- 
bashing. It. was: Almost like a first-class 
BOLE o aS 

The formal visit to the advisory; of- 
fice for. objectors to military şervice 

` was shocking in somé' wajs. 


, GUido.called it. “mental strip-tease," 


and: left before. hini. turt Har interview 


. GAME i. °: Rainér Sillhacke 
<... i (Rhelilselier Merkyr/ Chris und Well. 
e Boaıt, 24 Fehfuary | 989) 
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arc  oOll. The 
cheeks of the paci- 
fist, given .exemp- 
tion, shine clean 
shaven. If he wears 
running shoes then 
they are those with 
three stripes, Ev- 
ery third objector 
to military service. 
wears trendy horn- 
rimmed spectacles, 
Certainly there arc 
some of the old 
school. The neck- 
scarf flutters in the wind and a self- 
rolled fag hangs from the corner of his 
mouth. 

There are fewer icdlens along Ihe lines 
uf (hose which nade the pacifist’s heart 
beat faster in the past: the state, society 
and politics. 

Young men who vbjecl to mililury 
service lndlay have for u long limc not 
heen against the stale und its orguns. 
They go along wilh it with all its errors 
and merits, if {hey are concerned about 
political and social qucstions ul ill that 
is. 

The listllessness towards 1he Stic is 
manifest today in ibstention, İn i neu- 
trality consciusly chosen, in d relreit 
into private life. 

The stile is there and is as such ic- 
cepted. lt hits UM lut in significance. 
hir Unus ire ine MPO IAIM, 

ln lhe evening Juli tie wech une 
vhjector, Robert, rises into the ether. 
He installs utrials for cash. He watches 
discussions ùl the must unly on teluvi- 
sion. 

Helmut Kûames, conınunity service 
udviser in ıhe Germiun Preace Suvcivty, 
experiences this duay after day. He sail: 
"An attitude uf defiance 1û the state. 
caloured by ideulogical consider- 
alions, is rare these days.” 

The archetype uf the lefi-wing ohjec- 
tor haunts the minds of majority opin- 
ion as an idëe fixe. 

Kames said that increasingly privale, 
even intimate motives were behind 
coming. out for objecting to military 
service, 

He said there was a wide range of 
reasOns, from reservations on religious 
grounds to a repugnance for weapons 
and: the equipment of war. Certainly 
idleness as well. The sheer anxiety of 
having dirty finger nails. 

Joseî Opladen, spokesman for the 
Community Service Office, generously 

said: “Rather 50 who fiddle their way 
through - than ohne ' whû afterwards 
jumps out of the window." 

Few objectors' applications are re- 
jected these days. There can be no talk 
of weird characters on the fringe of so- 
ciety. 

They are now a self-confidenl, 
strong group, which has been wel] re- 
garded for some time. The days are 
past when parents felt ashamed that 
their sons were nol prepared to go into 
the services. ر‎ 

Today, working in community ser- 


vice, they arc looked on as being of viı-. 


lue Lo the community as a whole, 
If this were nal the case any number 


af nursing wards could'not carry qil. 


‘Their'servide'is useful... . ; - : 
"Robert, mentioned before, pointed 


out ‘that :workîng Ir community work 


Rapid increase in popularity of 
conscientious objection 


of security, of friendship between the 
powers — whıy should one learn to fight 
then? 

The enthusiasm for internalional un- 
derstanding leaves little room for mis- 
siles, 

Is the Bundeswehr becoming a victim 
of the spirit of the times in.the 33rd year 
of its existence? This question is too fa- 
cile, for the number bf objectors to mili- 
tary service has been increasing over the 
past 2U years, since |1968 in fucl, when 
students questioned rigorously the state 
and society. 

In 1968 Community Service officals 
had to deal with 12,000 applicants for 
exemption from military service, nore 
than twice as many as the previous year. 

There was a temporary hoom in ap- 
plications in 1977, when 70,000 were 
submitted, This was the resul of what 
wus called ıe “postcartl procedure,” 

Wien Ihe Bundestag reintroduced 
the stumbling block of examining the 
conscience appeal the number of ap- 
plications for exemption from military 
service dropped abrupuly. 

In fact there iş a succinct reason for 
the present increase in the number of 
Applications for cxemption. On the 1] 
June community service is 10 be ex- 
tended fron 20 te 24 nunths, Everyone 
who wants tu claim exemption is hurry- 
İng lo du su. 

Far Defence Ministry spokesman 
Wolk Eberhard Poulet the pruem in 
lt ıoubced tice. Hc said. We iv 
dealing herc with it trend affecting the 
whole of society. Ohjectors to military 
service are, in fact, a sectiun of public 
apinion.” 

lı is this which Poulet dreads. The 
Bundeswehr has acliieved its task of 
maintaining the peace so well, over dc- 
cules, that even in the 1970s there was 
hardly anyone who hclieved that war 
was a possibility. 

Peace has become a matter of course, 
like the air we breath. Even the Iron 
Curlain has been lifted more and more 
aver the past few years, 

It has not been unheard of for young 
men, eligible to be called up, to go to the 


` East Bloc to do their Abitur, university 

“entrance examination, to Danzig, Mos- 
cow or Leningrad. 

` They have told people there about 

.:their anxieties. and hopes... Conversely 


'- Poles; Romanians’ and. East Germans 


comié to the'Fedéral Republic. There 1s 
. an exchange of.informigtion-as iiever.be+ 
fore, ost o ا‎ 
Poulet is worried about the weakened 
image of the armèd forces, He keenly 
.. drew circles on a piece of paper, arrows 
of reference ‘marched away, dxplaining, 
amplifying, presenting conneotions, 
. showing: interdêpêndences, ‘But. there 
. was nosolution jhallthis: ’ .: i. 
.The §fogan of “pluralism” ought to. İl» 
.Jumiriate, a litilethe phenomenon of the 
‘objector to military servjeg.. ı7 ° 
:::, Poulet, who .is a ‘serving: colonel, did 
` not’ mentioned: another ‘ phenomenon: 
; "the objectör.tg military service today iş 
` mentally;and externally quite a different 
` "lad to:the objector of 20 yêars ago. : 


thal the rational, enlightened individual, 
who refuses to do military service, does 
not exist, although it might be that he 
exists on paper as a perfectly compre- 


; President Theodor Heuss in his tima 
feared the “mass utilisation of the con- 
Science plea.” This was not entirely unr. 
ioundedl. fûr today, according to’ estl- 
mates, a half of all recqgnised objectors 

places in the job market, Thé Mil 1n military’ service’ want exemption: on 

wants to find out why, Nestler: “I. BTounds other than the dictates. of:çan 

„be that young people are taking a : 
:€nt attitude to law and order.” . 
. A poll of 30 applicnts for the, 
police, although not claimed .ta { 
resentative, found that, apart fof. 
.old. motive of “an. assured. cr 
life" there was also now „a wish IQ 
the state .by' defending its dem e 
Horst Zimmer 
‘(Hambiurger'AbëndbJatt, gmat 


gi! Sheer ‘comfort: spoils any fn :their: i 
i might have been in drilling. Lack qf en. 
f. .husiasm. is: sufficient asa . motive as. 
well, as is the’ Tun ‘to: be‘ had. front going 
through al! tig. hğops until acceptange.. 


0 new E ah 
.. WOst hus also contributed..to' attitudes. 0 e ODEO OF EE 2 
1. This e i E E :' :Lêng hair has beencut; patohed jeans 


o. 1364-26 March 1989 


`` WW THE ARMED FORCES 


fficials at the Defence Ministry in 
,èZ Bonn are tormented at present by a 
fear which in ten years’ time could be- 
come a realily. 

. Bundeswehr tanks could be rattling 
over roadways, bemudded and filthy, 
pecause there is no longer anyone avail- 
able to clean them. 

. They fear. that hardly anyone then. 
will be prepared to be dragged into the' 
mud for 18 nionths, take part in night 
marches and have a private life only at 
the weckends. 

Young men in the Federal Republic 
are opting for social service, working in 
countless civilian jobs in hospitals, old 
people's and nursing homes rather than 
doing their national service. 

There is no time to be analytical for 
the Federal Office for Community Ser- 
vice. Offlcials no longer know whal to 
do with the piles of applications for ex- 
cmption from national serice. 

There has been a mountain of applic- 
ations, more than anyone had expected: 
85,602 are completing their conımunity 
service at the present, according in the 
statistics issued in February. More than 
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Tarting up 


The police station on the Reeperh 
In Hamburg, the Davidwache, 1s j 
ing closed temporarlly for reno 
The distinctive bullding in tho ak 
of the city’s red Ilght area MY 
over changing trends In the sl tu 
. (Pou! 


tn Biıumgiürtner, who is with BKA 
criminal investigation police (equiu 
ta CID or FBI) says: "As steps Wwerl 


ing taken to form i local group ofl 50,000 new applications have been suh- 


mitted. 

To deal with this mountain of applic- 
ations the Federal Office for Conmunun- 
ily Service hus taken on 100 lempurary 
workers, 

There are about 100,000 community 
service places available, a record in the 
2* yena the Office Tor Community Sut - 
sice has heen in existence. 

All the figures and calculations can- 
nat dispute the fiic1 thiut there is ia sense 
of helplêssness prevailing. 

There are no precise surveys, 10 una- 
lyses of motive. Nu-une quite knows 
why young men are objecting to military 
sêrvice. 

Speculation has got out of control — 
some of it is logical but it is forgotten 


hensible person. 


plicanr's claims. 1 


Science. .:.. : 


; 4s Ar'objector,to'milifary servite. .., 


prosent in the market for’ police. 


whipping boys would havê a: repel 


The increase. in people waptiiig o 
trained as police Officers is despil' 
greater availability generally of tr : 


I spoke to colleagues in the BKAR 
neurer the day came, the more urge! 
cime the question: do you think e 
body from the I erfassugse htt (0%. 


ler-Cspionage) will be there?" 


Ingrid Afiiller- Min 


{(Frunkfurter RunJschau, t Mard: 


... but applicatior 


to Join up 


are flooding in 


18 spite of all the complaining ahi 
insufficient pay aud service fut 
lion, the police force is proving û 
tremely popular as ı career for J 
people, siys Rainer Nestler, ul 
North Rhine-Westphulian Minis? 


the Interior, 


This year, 1,600 cadet police o 
were ncecled. WitlHn six weuks of 
ising, 7,000 applications had ber 
ceived, a third of them From WOM 
The ministry had been warried Û 
there would be insufficient applicaleê 

Over Lhe past few years, the Land 
(rained few police officers bëcause® 
lack of cash. “Weê were hardly 


was no recruiting." 


Then there was the fear a 
of the police that they 09 


effect, 


system. 


1 RHE GULEKMAN IRIBUNE 


Desoi a determination to take up the 
cudgels for freedom of expression and 
against arbitrary action by officialdonı. 

All delegates who have chosen to 
stand out from the rank and file and say 
what they think have run into trouble, 
The attitude of their superiors is : “This 
officer tends towards confrontation.” 
That's the term which policemen fear 
they will see in their.references but it is 
û term which BAG hopes to give a posi- 
tive meaning to, 

Delegates came from all parts of the 
country. Many see themselves as part of 
a force that is more than just an instru- 
ment of power for politicians, to be used 
in defence of highly doubtful aims ancl 
to handle minorities, 

One of the few senior palice officials 
present, Michael! Kniesel, head uf the 
Bonn force, objected that police officers 
actually had a duty to object, and they 
could turn lo this duty at any time if 
they thought a breach of some sort was 
likely to occur. That observation earned 
him gales of laughter. Many have found 
out what that "duty" means, 

ÃA Hamburg . policeman, Holger 
Jãnicke, who was one of the driving for- 
ces behind the founding of BAG threc 
years ago, described what happened 
when, after 11 years of service, he ob- 
jected for the first time. 

“What happens when you do it? You 
are treated like a first-class prick. You 
come under pressure from above, from 
below and from colleagues." Jinickc 
turned to police chief Kniesel and 
added: “Ans because everybody knows 
that, so everybody can go away and say: 
oh. yes, there is a duty to object, oh yes." 

Jûnicke, not least because of the sup- 
purt from BAG, has grown murv self 
confident. In 1986, he and colleagucs 
formed a ring around 60U demonslra- 
tors for more than I2 hours in Ham- 
burg. Today. he woukl nol just do it 
Agiin without denıur, 

But he does say thiut it is difficult in 
such situations to assess how explosive 
the situation might turn out to be. 

He dreams of the day when he sees 
that an operation “is ignoring human 
dignity and 1 simply go to the comman- 
der and tell him that I consider the op- 
eration illegal and ask him to leave me 
out of it." And if the request wur 
turned down, he would, correclly in iic- 
cordance with standing orders, demand 


‘written instructions for his conlinucd 


Stay on duty, He hopes thal this sorl of 
attitude.would also set in motion a pru- 
cess of awareness among senior off- 
icers. 

The number of critical policemen is 
tiny — 200 from 200,000 arc in BAG. 
Many others are afraid to {ake part, Ol- 


The advertisement says that, in this 
way, one policeman müst guarantee the 
security for 10,000 local people as well 
as tolišts: According to the Ministry of 
the interior, the aim Was, İn country 
areas, to have one policeman for every 
1,000 inhabitants; e © 

But any significant manpower  streng- 
thening is not in sight, According lo the 
union's figures; oily 105' officers joined 
the force in thê'entire' Lhnd öf Löwer Sax- 
ony last year; about 400 retire every year 
because Of age. Schiwaninger says thé new 
minister of the interior, Josef Stock, haš nb 
intention of correctihg this imbalance. 

He was {oathe ‘té comment on the 
chahces the'70' Goslar policemen might 
have ini finding other careers, Private §e- 
curity ‘organisations .might not be the 


‘answer. Schwaningef: “Theré are now 


13,500 private security personal in Lower 
Saxony, Slowly, the state's ‘monopoly on 
might is.being called into question."./, 

`` (Hannoversche Allgemeine, û March 1989) 


N THE POLICE FORCE 


Rebellious officers form 
own protest group... 


leagues who were nat prépared not to 

go on every operation they were or- 

dered to without question. 

Many took the chance at a meeting in 
Bonn to discııss the.theme, “Glasnost in 
the Police," to report what has hap- 
pence in the past three years since BAG 
was founded and the first 200 members 
joined up, 

The open criticism of the police and 
the openly expressed disquiet over thè 
nature of its structure and öperations 
has'led, not only in Bavaria, to ill fecling 
against those policemen who do speak 
out. It has led to their isolation, to their 
being replaced in their job and to being 
driven out of thê force entirely, 

The most blatant example is that of 
the BAG spokesman, Manfred Such, 
who had (o go into retirement after he 
talked about the almost-daily occur- 
rences of illegalily in police work in a 
television talk show, 

At first, Such was transferred to an 
administrative job, but then about 60 of 
his colleagues in his North Rhine-West- 
phalian precinct handed in a petition 
protesting against him, and he was un- 
able to remain, He is still “certified ill," 
as he puts it himself, “ill at work." He is 
iO appear before a court to account for 
his words. 

At this first public meeting of DAG. 
the sort of experiences emerged that 
prompted policemen to form the orga- 
nisation in the first place, And most of 
the Stories were nat to doa. with politics 
but were of a highly personal nature. 

Walter Desoi, from Hesse, rela ted the 
story of the postcard, whiclı happened 
SOme years Ago when he was just 21. He 
weni on holiday to the Spanish Costa 
Brava and sent a postcard to two col- 
leagues, The card showed the American 
Statue of Liberty with the accompany- 
ing text: “In the naıne of your freedon) 
were murdered: Martin Luther King, 
Salvador Allende, Che Guevara, thou- 
sands of Vietnamese and niany others." 
It turned out to be a mistake. He should 
have sent a postcard with the usual half- 
naked girl or view of a beach. 

“Then something happened [I didn't 
think was possible" He waş invesligat- 
ed. The counter-espionage agency, the 
Ferfassungschulz, came in. He had ‘to 
appear before his superiors to justify his 
action. ‘The experience developêd in 


. Dissatisfied 
. Officers. 
want to leave 


For years we have been fed up with (he 


‘Supposed Beanitenpriviligien (privilege 


of being a civil servant, a prized status 
for many because of ils job security), 
The action is nıodelled on a similar by 
an East Frisian BKA officer. There are 
about 70 in the curreht campaign. Un- 
ion head Schwaniriger says: “For ‘years, 
we have becn trying to get an Increase in 
manpower here." Some of the stations 
were particularly thinly manned be- 
cause in this area in ‘the Harz, there 
werê a lot of small! stations: 70 per cent 
of stations had to operate with the mini- 
mum staff. ONE, E 


E ۰ 


a Frankfur! er Rund scat i, 
E e و ا‎ n 
Hi" Dier, a senior police inspector 

in Munich, is to go into premature 
retirement later this year against his 
will. The reason is that the 47-year-old, 
on his own aclmissior, did “two terrible 
things." . 

Al a police operation at the Wackers- 
dorf nuclear reprocessing plant, he ob- 
served that in his opinion some politi- 
cians posed a greater threat to this 
country’s democracy than masked dem- 
anrstralors. . 

And if that wasn't enuugh, he re- 
marked to journalists that the police 
“have more important things to do” than 
concern themselves with the plight of 
the homeless. “There is a mountain of 
work lo do in investigating environmen- 
tal crime. | said those bad things open- 
ly.” 2 
Both observations drew quick disci- 

Plinary action. He came under suçh fire 
from both colleagues and slperiors that 
"the police doctor decided for my own 
protection thal Î am long-term unfit for 
service.” Now he has to end his career 
us a policeman. Arıd the Bavarian force 
is not unhappy about getting rid of him. 

But it should not celebrate tao soon 
because in the pas1 lew years there have 
been more.and more people like Dier 
luring up. One i a former policemin 
in Fürth,. near Nuremberg, also in Ba- 
varia, Hermann Weiss, 42, who has 
been a puliceman for 24 years. Discipli- 
nary action is also being taken against 
him because he spoke qut instead of 
keeping quiet. 

In letters to local papers, he said that 
a blockade of judges and lawyers in 
Mutlangen was “exemplary.” Shortly af- 
lerwards, following a brutal police oper- 
ation against a home for political asy- 
lum applicants, he said again in the local 
press that minorities also need the pror 
tection of the police. : 

Dier and Weiss are members of a fed- 
cral committce of critical policemen 
(BAG, Burndesurbeirtsgemeinschaf) 
where they have at last discovered what 
was painfully absent al their duty 
stations: like-minded, courageous col- 


DD ilisned policemen seek. new, 

varied work,” reads the heavy print 
Over an şdvertisement which several po>- 
licemen in Goslar, south of Hanover,.in- 
serlcd in a daily. newspaper, . 

They have won support from the po- 
lice union, GdP. Hubert ‘Schwaninger, 
GdP head in-Brunswick, which includes 
the Gaslar area, Says: “The dissalisfaç- 
tion is understandable, The men feel as 
ifthey have been abandoneJ." 

The advertisement explained the dis- 
satisfaction: most precincts were under- 
staffed; tnd nıuch overtime. was being 
worked; the promalion outlook was 
bud; pay, especinlly in the middle ranks, 
was bad; and officers were having 1o put 
up wilh wrelched treatment, 

The advortisement says thal “we nù 
longer are prepared stolcally lo put up 
with ull (he abuse and again and again 
be requircd to exercise Patience beyond 
normal levels. We don't want to be a 
load on the taxpayer's purse any more. 


